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BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES ASSESSMENT GRAND TERRACE CONTAINER/TRAILER STORAGE PROJECT
SEPTEMBER 2019 CITY OF GRAND TERRACE, CALIFORNIA

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

LSA conducted a Biological Resources Assessment (Assessment) for the Grand Terrace Container/
Trailer Storage Project (project) located in the City of Grand Terrace (City), San Bernardino County,
California. The subject property is approximately 22 acres of undeveloped land consisting of
Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APNs) 0275-191-06 and 0275-191-30. The City is the lead agency for the
project and required this study as part of the environmental review process to comply with the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

Suitable habitat for the burrowing owl is not present in the proposed study area at this time;
therefore, focused burrowing owl surveys are not required for the proposed project. However, in
the event that site conditions change (e.g., establishment of ground squirrel burrows), a pre-
construction survey in compliance with Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation, State of California
Natural Resource Agency, Department of Fish and Game, May 7, 2012 (CDFW, 2012) is recommended
to ensure project effects to the burrowing owl are avoided.

The study area contains suitable habitat for nesting birds which are protected by the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act (MBTA) and the California Fish and Game Code. However, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) has recently determined that the MBTA should apply only to “... affirmative actions
that have as their purpose the taking or killing of migratory birds, their nests, or their eggs” and will
not be applied to incidental take of migratory birds pursuant to otherwise lawful activities. It is
recommended that vegetation removal be conducted outside the general bird nesting season
(February 1 through August 31) to avoid impacts to nesting birds. If vegetation cannot be removed
outside the bird nesting season, a pre-construction nesting bird survey by a qualified biologist is
required prior to vegetation removal.

No drainage features, ponded areas, or riparian habitat potentially subject to jurisdiction by the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), and/or
Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) were found within the study area.
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BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES ASSESSMENT GRAND TERRACE CONTAINER/TRAILER STORAGE PROJECT
SEPTEMBER 2019 CITY OF GRAND TERRACE, CALIFORNIA

INTRODUCTION

LSA has prepared this Biological Resources Assessment (Assessment) for compliance with the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). This Assessment evaluates the proposed Grand Terrace
Container/Trailer Storage Project (project) generally located on the east side of Vivienda Avenue
between the Santa Ana River Trail and Railroad Access Road in the City of Grand Terrace, San
Bernardino County, California (Figure 1). The study area is synonymous with the project location (as
shown in Figures 1 through 4) and consists of approximately 22 acres of undeveloped land
associated with Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APNs) 0275-191-06 and 0275-191-30. Specifically, the
study area is located in a portion of Jurupa (Stearns) Land Grant and San Bernardino Land Grant, as
depicted on the United States Geological Survey (USGS) San Bernardino South, California 7.5-minute
topographic quadrangle map.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Upon development, the project will provide 650 parking spaces for semi-trailers, shipping and
storage containers, and chassis. Proposed site improvements include the installation of perimeter
fencing, a paved, gated entrance and turn-around area, a 60-foot wide asphalt concrete central
access road, a 26-foot wide perimeter slag access road, security cameras, on-site security light poles
with light-emitting diode (LED) fixtures, landscaping, and a rock base/slag base on which the
containers/trailers will be stored. The project includes the construction of a 900-square foot
modular office for on the western edge of the site and a 4,800-square foot maintenance building/
shed located along the eastern edge of the site. The maintenance building will be utilized for
activities associated with the regulatory inspection and maintenance of the trailers, containers as
required to be “road-ready” prior to deployment. These activities are generally light inspection
replacement, safety check related items, and minor “repair and replace” of needed equipment (e.g.,
mirrors, lights). Any required major maintenance and/or repairs will be conducted off site.

A six-inch water line will be extended along the central road with hydrants located at the eastern
and western edges of the property. Existing electric power lines and transmission lines will be
protected in place. No removal or relocation of power lines will be required. Minor grading will
occur on site to provide for the foundations of the Maintenance Building, modular office trailer, and
employee parking area (10 spaces) near the main project entrance. (Figure 2).

METHODS
Literature Review

A literature review was conducted to assist in determining the existence or potential occurrence of
special-status plant and animal species within the study area and in the project vicinity. A records
search of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Natural Diversity Data Base application
Rarefind 5 online edition (CDFW, 2019) and California Native Plant Society’s Online Inventory of Rare
and Endangered Plants (CNPS v8-03 0.39) for the San Bernardino South, California, USGS 7.5-minute
guadrangle and relevant neighboring quadrangles was conducted on June 28, 2019. Current and
historic aerial photographs (Google 2019 and NETRonline Historic Aerials, 2019) were reviewed, and
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) listed species and designated critical habitat information was
used to determine the locations of any listed species sightings and critical habitat boundaries on and
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BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES ASSESSMENT GRAND TERRACE CONTAINER/TRAILER STORAGE PROJECT
SEPTEMBER 2019 CITY OF GRAND TERRACE, CALIFORNIA

in the vicinity of the project. Soil types were determined using the WebSoil Survey (NRCS 2019).
Geographic Information System (GIS) software (ESRI, 2019) was used to map the project location,
habitat types, land uses, etc. Local policies and municipal codes were also consulted to review
conservation measures that will apply to the proposed project.

Field Surveys
Reconnaissance Field Survey

A general reconnaissance-level field survey was conducted on July 1, 2019, by LSA Biologist Claudia
Bauer. Weather conditions consisted of clear skies with a temperature of 93 degrees Fahrenheit,
and winds ranging from 10 to 15 miles per hour. Notes were taken on general site conditions,
vegetation, and suitability of habitat for various special-status elements. All plant and animal species
observed or otherwise detected during this field survey were noted and are listed in Appendix A.

Burrowing Owl Habitat Assessment

A habitat suitability assessment (HSA) for burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia hypugaea) was
conducted on July 1, 2019, according to the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation, State of
California Natural Resource Agency, Department of Fish and Game, May 7, 2012. The survey was
conducted by LSA Biologist Claudia Bauer by walking transects spaced from 75 to 100 feet wide
within areas of suitable habitat, and stopping periodically to search for owls with the use of
binoculars. Potential habitat outside the study area and within 500 feet of the study area was
scanned with binoculars as feasible. Suitable habitat for the burrowing owl does not exist on site. No
burrowing owls or burrowing owl sign (e.g., whitewash, pellets, scat, tracks, and/or feathers) were
observed during the HSA.

Focused burrowing owl surveys were not conducted for the proposed project due to the absence of
suitable habitat within the proposed study area at this time.

RESULTS
Existing Site Conditions

The study area consists of vacant land located at the northerly terminus of Vivienda Avenue. It is
bounded by the Santa Ana River Trail and the Santa Ana River to the north, vacant land to the south,
the Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) railroad and La Cadena Drive to the west, and the Union
Pacific (UP) Railroad to the east. Current land uses around the study area include undeveloped
parcels with disturbed/ruderal vegetation to the east, west, and south, as well as the Santa Ana Bike
Trail to the north and rural residences to the south. The project study area is highly disturbed, as
evidence of past disking activity were observed on portions of the site. Additionally, the site has
been disturbed due to the construction of electrical transmission towers and distribution poles,
associated access roads, water wells, and pump stations.

Topography and Soils

Topography within the study area is generally flat and ranges in elevation from approximately 902 to
915 feet above mean sea level, with a general slope from the northeast corner to the southwest
corner. Soils on the site are mapped by the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) as:
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e Tujunga gravelly loamy sand, 0 to 9 percent slopes (TvC);
e Psamments, Fluvents and Frequently flooded soils (Ps); and

e San Emigdio fine sandy loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes (ScA).

Sandy soils were observed throughout the site and appear to be consistent with the soil mapping
designation (Figure 3).

Vegetation

Vegetation within the project disturbed due to human activity and is best described as disturbed/
ruderal. Dominant species found on site include Saharan mustard (Brassica tournefortii), shortpod
mustard (Hirschfeldia incana), and brome grasses (Bromus sp.). Approximately 75 percent of the site
is vegetated by nearly monotypic dense stands of the Saharan mustard, shortpod mustard, brome
grasses ranging in height from 18 inches to 3% feet tall. Other species observed included common
Mediterranean grass (Schismus barbatus), Russian thistle (Salsola tragus), jimson weed (Datura
stramonium), pigweed (Amaranthus albus), fiddleneck (Amsinckia menziesii), tree tobacco
(Nicotiana glauca), and coyote melon (Cucurbita palmate). Portions of the site associated with the
transmission tower corridor are dominated by brome grasses and ruderal vegetation, although
these areas appeared to have been recently mowed and/or disked.

Figure 4 shows vegetation and land use, and Figure 5 (Sheets 1 through 3) shows site photographs.

Wildlife

Wildlife observed on site included common raven (Corvus corax), red-tailed hawk (Buteo
jamaicensis), house sparrow (Passer domesticus), and Say’s phoebe (Sayornis saya). Small mammal
burrows were observed within the study area. All plant and animal species observed or otherwise
detected during this field survey were noted and are listed in Appendix A.

Special-Status Species

This section discusses special-status species observed or potentially occurring within the limits of the
study area. Legal protection for special-status species varies widely, from the comprehensive
protection extended to listed threatened/endangered species, to no legal status at present. The
CDFW, USFWS, local agencies, and special-status groups such as the CNPS, publish watch lists of
declining species. Species on watch lists can be included as part of the special-status species
assessment. Species that are candidates for State and/or Federal listing and species on watch lists
are included in the special-status species list. Inclusion of species described in the special-status
species analysis is based on the following criteria:

o Direct observation of the species or its sign in the study area or immediate vicinity during
previous biological studies;

e Sighting by other qualified observers;

e Record reported by the CNDDB, published by the CDFW;
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Photograph 1. View facing east across study area. Tree of

Heaven (Ailanthus altissima) visible on the left, and existing

access road visible on right.
Photograph 2. Photo of small mammal
burrow found onsite.

Photograph 3. View facing east at ruderal vegetation found Photograph 4. View facing south across study area.
onsite.
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Photograph 5. View facing west at northern boundary of the
site. Santa Ana River Trail visible on right.

Photograph 7. View facing west across study area.
Transmission corridor and access road visible on left.

Photograph 6. View facing northeast across study area.

Photograph 8. View facing northwest across study area.
Mowed ruderal vegetation visible in foreground.

LSA
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Photograph 9. View facing east across study area. Southern boundary of the
site visit on the right.
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e Presence or location information for specific species provided by private groups (e.g., CNPS);
and/or

e Study area lies within known distribution of a given species and contains appropriate habitat.

Threatened and Endangered Species

Under provisions of Section 7(a)(2) of the Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA), a federal agency
that permits, licenses, funds, or otherwise authorizes a project activity must consult with the USFWS
to ensure that its actions would not jeopardize the continued existence of any listed threatened or
endangered species or destroy or adversely modify critical habitat. The USFWS designates as
threatened or endangered, species that are at risk of extinction and may also adopt recovery plans
that identify specific areas that are essential to the conservation of a listed species. Critical habitat
areas that may require special management considerations or protections can also be designated.

The California Endangered Species Act (CESA) is administered by the CDFW and prohibits the “take”
of plant and animal species identified as either threatened or endangered in the State of California
by the Fish and Game Commission (Fish and Game Code Section 2050 to 2097). “Take” is defined as
hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill. Sections 2091 and 2081 of the CESA allow the CDFW to
authorize exceptions to the prohibition of “take” of State-listed threatened or endangered plant and
animal species for purposes such as public and private development. The CDFW requires formal
consultation to ensure that a proposed project’s actions would not jeopardize the continued
existence of any listed species or destroy or adversely affect listed species’ habitats.

Listed below are the Federal and/or State listed species and critical habitats reported to been found
within the project vicinity:

e Santa Ana River woollystar (Eriastrum densifolium ssp. sanctorum; federally and State listed as
endangered);

e Slender-horned spineflower (Dodecahema leptoceras; federally and State listed as endangered);

e Gambel’s watercress (Nasturtium (Rorippa) gambelii; federally listed as endangered);

e Delhi Sands flower-loving fly (Rhaphiomidas terminatus abdominalis; federally listed as
endangered);

e Santa Ana sucker(Catostomus santaanae; federally listed as threatened) and its Final Critical
Habitat; and

e Southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus) Final Critical Habitat.
These species are discussed in further detail below.

Santa Ana River Woollystar. Santa Ana River woollystar (SARWS) is found in Riversidean alluvial fan
sage scrub and chaparral in sandy or gravelly soils of floodplains and terraced fluvial deposits of the
Santa Ana River and larger tributaries (Lytle and Cajon Creeks, lower portions of City and Mill
Creeks) at 300 to 2,100 feet elevation in San Bernardino and Riverside Counties. The study area is
considered unsuitable for SARWS due to its geographic location outside of the Santa Ana River
floodplain, in addition to the highly disturbed nature of the site.
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Slender-horned Spineflower. Slender-horned spineflower occurs in gravel soils of Temecula arkose
deposits in openings in chamise chaparral in the Vail Lake area. In other areas, it occurs in sandy
cobbly riverbed alluvium in alluvial fan sage scrub (usually late seral stage), on floodplain terraces
and benches that receive infrequent overbank deposits from generally large washes or rivers, where
it is most often found in shallow silty depressions dominated by leather spineflower (Lastarriaea
coriacea) and other native annual species, and is often associated with cryptogamic soil crusts
composed of bryophytes, algae, and/or lichens. It is known only from Los Angeles, Riverside, and
San Bernardino Counties at 600 to 2,500 feet elevation. The study area is considered unsuitable for
slender-horned spineflower due to the lack of alluvial fan sage scrub and its highly disturbed nature.

Gambel’s Watercress. Gambel’s watercress is known to occur in marshes from 20 to 1,100 feet
elevation and is currently believed to occur in Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo Counties. There
are historical records from Los Angeles, Orange, and San Bernardino Counties. The study area is
considered unsuitable for Gambel’s watercress due to the lack of marsh habitat and its highly
disturbed nature.

Delhi Sands Flower-loving Fly. The Delhi Sands flower-loving fly (DSF) is found in association with
undeveloped, sandy Delhi series soils, which occur irregularly over approximately 1,200 acres in
western Riverside and San Bernardino Counties. The DSF is currently only known from
approximately 12 locations, but is thought to have once occurred throughout the distribution of the
Delhi soils series in Riverside and San Bernardino Counties. Due to the lack of suitable soils (Delhi
series sands) and vegetation within the site, the study area does not contain suitable habitat to
support the Delhi Sands flower-loving fly.

Santa Ana Sucker and its Final Critical Habitat. The Santa Ana sucker (SAS) is endemic to the Los
Angeles, San Gabriel, and Santa Ana River drainage systems (USFWS 2004, 2005a). An introduced
population also occurs in the Santa Clara River drainage system in southern California. They require
shallow, cool, running water. Historically, suitable habitat for the species was identified north of the
study area in the Santa Ana River. Suitable habitat for the SAS does not exist on site, as the study
area is located in upland area south of the Santa Ana River channel.

Southwestern Willow Flycatcher Final Critical Habitat. The critical habitat designation (USFWS
2005b, 2013) identifies riparian forest as the main primary constituent element to sustain the life
history of the southwestern willow flycatcher (SWWF). The study area is not located within
designated critical habitat nor does it contain riparian woodland habitat suitable for breeding or
foraging activities. The study area does not contain suitable habitat to support the SWWF.

Non-Listed Special-Status Species

The CDFW, USFWS, local agencies, and special-status groups, such as the CNPS, maintain lists of
species that they consider to be in need of monitoring. Legal protection for these special-status
species varies widely. Table A summarizes special-status species known to occur in the region, along
with their status, habitat and distribution, activity/bloom period, and probability of occurrence.
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LSA

Table A: Special-Status Species Occurrence Probability

Species Status Habitat and Distribution Activity Period Occurrence Probability
Plants
Astragalus hornii us: - Alkaline playas and lake margins from Blooms May Absent. Suitable habitat
var. hornii CA: 1B 60 to 850 meters (200 to 2,800 feet) through (Mojave desert scrub,
elevation. In California, known only October pinyon and juniper
Horn's milk- from Inyo and Kern Counties. Believed woodland, or coastal
vetch extirpated from San Bernardino scrub) is not present
County. Also occurs in Nevada. within the study area.
Carex comosa us: - Bogs and fens, freshwater marshes and | Blooms May Absent. Suitable habitat
CA: 2B swamps, and lake margins below 425 through (bogs and fens, freshwater
Bristly sedge meters (1,400 feet). Known from Lake, | September marshes and swamps, and
Santa Cruz, San Francisco, Shasta, San lake margins) is not
Joaquin, and Sonoma Counties; and present within the study
Idaho, Oregon, and Washington. area.
Believed extirpated from San
Bernardino County (last known
occurrence was in 1882).
Centromadia us: - Generally alkaline areas in chenopod Blooms April Absent. Suitable habitat
pungens ssp. CA: 1B scrub, meadows, playas, riparian through (alkaline areas) is not
laevis woodland, valley and foothill grassland | November present within the study
below 480 meters (1,600 feet) (annual herb) area.
Smooth tarplant elevation. Known from Riverside and
San Bernardino Counties, extirpated
from San Diego County.
Chorizanthe us: - Sandy or rocky soils in chaparral, Blooms April Absent. Suitable habitat
parryivar. parryi CA: 1B coastal scrub, oak woodlands, and through June (chaparral, coastal scrub,
grassland at 40 to 1,705 meters (100 to | (annual herb) oak woodlands, and
Parry’s 5,600 feet) elevation. Known only from grassland) is not present
spineflower Los Angeles, Riverside, and San within the study area.
Bernardino Counties.
Cuscuta us: - May be extirpated in California. Blooms July Absent. Suitable habitat
obtusifolia var. CA: 2B Formerly found sporadically in through (freshwater marsh with
glandulosa freshwater marsh on herbs including October herbs) is not present
Alternanthera, Dalea, Lythrum, (annual within the study area.
Peruvian dodder Polygonum, and Xanthium below parasitic vine)
about 500 meters (1,600 feet).
Reported historically from Los Angeles,
San Bernardino, Sonoma, Sutter, Butte,
Sacramento, and Merced Counties.
Also known from eastern and southern
U.S., West Indies, and Mexico.
Horkelia cuneata us: — Sandy or gravelly soils in chaparral, or Blooms Absent. Suitable habitat
ssp. puberula CA: 1B rarely in cismontane woodland or February (chaparral, cismontane
coastal scrub at 70 to 825 meters (200 through July woodland or coastal
Mesa horkelia to 2,700 feet) elevation. Known only (sometimes to scrub) is not present
from San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, September) within the study area.
Ventura, Los Angeles, Orange, and San (perennial
Bernardino Counties, California. herb)
Believed extirpated from Riverside and
San Diego Counties.
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Table A: Special-Status Species Occurrence Probability

Species Status Habitat and Distribution Activity Period Occurrence Probability
Senecio us: - Openings (especially alkaline flats) in Blooms Absent. Suitable habitat
aphanactis CA: 2B cismontane woodland, coastal sage January (alkaline flat openings in

scrub, and chaparral at 15 to 800) through April cismontane woodland,
Chaparral meters (50 to 2,600 feet) elevation. (annual herb) coastal sage scrub, and
ragwort Known in California from Alameda, chaparral) is not present

Contra Costa, Fresno, Los Angeles, within the study area.

Merced, Monterey, Orange, Riverside,

Santa Barbara, Santa Clara, San Diego,

San Luis Obispo, Solano, and Ventura

Counties. Also occurs in Baja California.
Sidalcea us: - Alkaline springs and brackish marshes Blooms March Absent. Suitable habitat
neomexicana CA: 2B below 1,530 meters (5,000 feet) through June (alkaline springs and

elevation. In California, known only (perennial brackish marshes) is not
Salt Spring from Kern, Orange, Riverside, San herb) present within the study
checkerbloom Bernardino, San Diego, and Ventura area.

Counties. Believed extirpated from Los

Angeles County. Also known from

Arizona, New Mexico, Nevada, Utah,

and Mexico.
Symphyotrichum us: — Vernally wet sites (such as ditches, Blooms July Absent. Suitable habitat
defoliatum CA: 1B streams, and springs) in many plant through (vernally wet sites) is not

communities below 2,040 meters November present within the study
San Bernardino (6,700 feet) elevation. In California, (perennial area.
aster known from Ventura, Kern, San herb)

Bernardino, Los Angeles, Orange,

Riverside, and San Diego Counties.

May also occur in San Luis Obispo

County. In the western Riverside

County area, this species is scarce, and

documented only from Temescal and

San Timoteo Canyons (The Vascular

Plants of Western Riverside County,

California. F.M. Roberts et al., 2004).
Fish
Gila orcuttii us: — Perennial streams or intermittent Year-round Absent. Suitable habitat

CA: SSC streams with permanent pools; slow (perennial streams or

Arroyo chub water sections of streams with mud or intermittent streams with

sand substrates; spawning occurs in permanent pools) is not

pools. Native to Los Angeles, San present within the study

Gabriel, San Luis Rey, Santa Ana, and area.

Santa Margarita River systems;

introduced in Santa Ynez, Santa Maria,

Cuyama, and Mojave River systems

and smaller coastal streams.
Reptiles
Anniella stebbins us: - Inhabits sandy or loose loamy soils Nearly year Absent. Suitable habitat

CA: SSC with high moisture content under round, at least (areas with high moisture

Southern sparse vegetation in Southern in southern content under sparse
California legless California. areas. vegetation) is not present

lizard

within the study area.
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Table A: Special-Status Species Occurrence Probability

Species Status Habitat and Distribution Activity Period Occurrence Probability
Birds
Athene us: - Open country in much of North and Year-round Absent. Suitable potential
cunicularia CA: SSC South America. Usually occupies nesting sites (manmade
(burrow sites) (breeding) | ground squirrel burrows in open, dry structures, ground squirrel
grasslands, agricultural and range burrows) were not
Burrowing owl lands, railroad rights-of-way, and observed within the study
margins of highways, golf courses, and area. No burrowing owls
airports. Often utilizes man-made or burrowing owl sign
structures, such as earthen berms, (e.g., whitewash, pellets,
cement culverts, cement, asphalt, rock, scat, tracks, and/or
or wood debris piles. They avoid thick, feathers) were observed
tall vegetation, brush, and trees, but during the HSA.
may occur in areas where brush or tree
cover is less than 30 percent.

CA: State Classifications

SSC Species of Special Concern. Refers to animals with vulnerable or seriously declining populations.

1B California Rare Plant Rank 1B —rare, threatened or endangered in California and elsewhere.

2B California Rare Plant Rank 2B —rare, threatened or endangered in California, but more common elsewhere

The study area does not contain suitable habitat for the burrowing owl. The portions of the study
area with stands of mustard and brome grasses are unsuitable due to the height and density of the
vegetative cover. Although several small mammal burrows (approximately 4 to 5 inches diameter in
size) were observed within less vegetated areas onsite, these burrows were collapsed, abandoned,
and the burrow openings were smaller than what is considered suitable for burrowing owl nesting
burrows (Johnson 2010). Additionally, the high concentration of transmission towers and electrical
distribution poles onsite and immediate surrounding areas can encourage intense and successful
aerial predation of burrowing owls by large raptors (Johnson 2010). No burrowing owls or burrowing
owl sign (e.g., whitewash, pellets, scat, tracks, and/or feathers) were observed during the HSA.
Focused burrowing owl surveys were not conducted for the proposed project due to the absence of
suitable habitat for the burrowing owl on the proposed study area at this time.

The site contains suitable for habitat for nesting birds. Nesting bird species with potential to occur
within the project are protected by California Fish and Game Code Sections 3503, 3503.5, and 3800,
and by the MBTA (16 USC 703—-711). These laws regulate the take, possession, or destruction of the
nest or eggs of any migratory bird or bird of prey. However, the USFWS has recently determined
that the MBTA should apply only to “... affirmative actions that have as their purpose the taking or
killing of migratory birds, their nests, or their eggs” and will not be applied to incidental take of
migratory birds pursuant to otherwise lawful activities.

The species identified in Table A have a limited population distribution in southern California and
development is further reducing their ranges and numbers. These species have no official State or
federal protection status but require consideration under CEQA. None of these species has been
reported from the study area and none was observed during the site visit. Given the habitat quality
and disturbed nature of the study area, none of these species is expected to be present.
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No other special-status species are expected to occur within the study area due to lack of suitable
habitat.

Critical Habitat

The study area does not lie within any federally designated critical habitat.

Jurisdictional Waters

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) regulates discharges of dredged or fill material into
waters of the United States. These waters include wetlands and non-wetland bodies of water that
meet specific criteria, including a direct or indirect connection to interstate commerce. The USACE
regulatory jurisdiction pursuant to Section 404 of the Federal Clean Water Act (CWA) is founded on
a connection, or nexus, between the water body in question and interstate commerce. This
connection may be direct (through a tributary system linking a stream channel with traditional
navigable waters used in interstate or foreign commerce), or it may be indirect (through a nexus
identified in the USACE regulations). In order to be considered a jurisdictional wetland under Section
404, an area must possess three wetland characteristics, each with its unique set of mandatory
wetland criteria: hydrophytic vegetation, hydric soils, and wetland hydrology.

The CDFW, under Sections 1600 through 1616 of the California Fish and Game Code, regulates
alterations to lakes, rivers, and streams (defined by the presence of a channel bed and banks, and at
least an intermittent flow of water) where fish or wildlife resources may be adversely affected.

The Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) is responsible for the administration of Section
401 of the CWA. Typically, the areas subject to jurisdiction of the RWQCB coincide with those of the
USACE (i.e., waters of the U.S,, including any wetlands). The RWQCB may also assert authority over
“waters of the State” under waste discharge requirements pursuant to the Porter-Cologne Act.

No potential jurisdictional features subject to regulation by USACE, CDFW, or RWQCB were found to
be present within the project limits. Therefore, jurisdictional waters are not discussed further in this
report.

Wildlife Movement, Corridors, and Nursery Sites

The project study area is located in an area of encroaching development and has been regionally
isolated by Interstate 215 to the south, La Cadena Drive and the BNSF railroad right-of-way to the
west, the Union Pacific railroad right-of-way to the east, and commercial development to the north.
The project site does not function as a wildlife corridor and does not contain wildlife nursery sites,
such as bat colony roosting sites or colonial bird nesting areas, due its highly disturbed state
resulting from current land use practices. The project would not limit wildlife movement along the
Santa Ana River, but would reduce local movement from upland areas to the river across the project
site. Wildlife movement would be limited to roads, sidewalks, easements, cliffs, and landscaping
between structures and along fence rows.

Natural Communities of Concern

The study area does contain any CDFW natural communities of concern.
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Local Policies and Ordinances

The project will not conflict with any local policies or ordinances applicable to biological resources.

Adopted Habitat Conservation Plans

The project is not within an area associated with an adopted habitat conservation plan.

IMPACTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Threatened and Endangered Species

The proposed project is not anticipated to affect any other threatened or endangered species, or
their critical habitat. In addition, the study area is not within an area covered by any adopted
Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP).

Non-listed Special-Status Species

Suitable habitat for the burrowing owl is not present on the proposed study area at this time;
therefore, focused burrowing owl surveys are not required for the proposed project. However, in
the event that site conditions change (e.g., with establishment of ground squirrel burrows) and
create suitable habitat, a pre-construction survey in compliance with Staff Report on Burrowing Owl
Mitigation, State of California Natural Resource Agency, Department of Fish and Game, May 7, 2012
(CDFW 2012) is recommended to ensure project effects to the burrowing owl are avoided. If
burrowing owls are found to be present, project-specific minimization and avoidance measures
would be developed and authorized through consultation with the City of Grand Terrace and the
CDFW.

The study area has suitable habitat for nesting birds. Transmission towers, electrical distribution
poles, and large trees on or adjacent to the study area may be used by hawks, ravens, or other large
birds for nesting. Trees, shrubs, and other vegetation may provide nest sites for smaller birds, and
ground-nesting birds such as killdeer (Charadrius vociferus) may nest in open areas within the study
area. Nesting bird species with potential to occur within the project are protected by the MBTA and
the California Fish and Game Code. However, the USFWS has recently determined that the MBTA
should apply only to “... affirmative actions that have as their purpose the taking or killing of
migratory birds, their nests, or their eggs” and will not be applied to incidental take of migratory
birds pursuant to otherwise lawful activities.

To ensure compliance with the California Fish and Game Code and to avoid potential impacts to
nesting birds, it is recommended that the vegetation removal activities be conducted outside the
general bird nesting season (February 1 through August 31). If vegetation cannot be removed
outside the bird nesting season, a pre-construction nesting bird survey by a qualified biologist is
required prior to vegetation removal.

Cumulative Effects

According to Section 15130 of the CEQA Guidelines, “cumulative impacts” refers to incremental
effects of an individual project when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, current
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projects, and probable future projects. The project is not expected to result in substantial
cumulative effects due to the following factors:

e Existing residential and commercial development within the general vicinity of the project;
e The project’s proximity to Interstate 215;

e The project’s proximity to the BNSF and Union Pacific Railroad rights-of-way;

e The study area does not function as a corridor for wildlife movement; and

e The study area’s existing highly disturbed state, as evidenced by disking and impacts from
regulated and unregulated activities occurring on site.
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APPENDIX A

PLANT AND ANIMAL SPECIES OBSERVED
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Plant and Animal Species Observed

Scientific Name

Common Name

MAGNOLIOPHYTA: LILIOPSIDA

MONOCOT FLOWERING PLANTS

Poaceae

Grass Family

Schismus barbatus (non-native species)

Common Mediterranean grass

Bromus madritensis (non-native species)

Foxtail brome

Bromus tectorum (non-native species)

Cheatgrass

MAGNOLIOPHYTA: MAGNOLIOPSIDA

DICOT FLOWERING PLANTS

Amaranthaceae

Amaranth Family

Amaranthus albus (non-native species)

Pigweed amaranth

Asteraceae

Sunflower Family

Erigeron canadensis

Canadian horseweed

Helianthus annuus

Common sunflower

Heterotheca grandiflora

Telegraph weed

Boraginaceae

Borage Family

Amsinckia menziesii

Fiddleneck

Heliotropium curassavicum

Salt heliotrope

Brassicaceae

Mustard Family

Brassica tournefortii (non-native species)

Sahara mustard

Hirschfeldia incana (non-native species)

Shortpod mustard

Chenopodiaceae

Saltbush Family

Salsola tragus (non-native species)

Russian thistle

Cucurbitaceae

Cucurbits and the gourd family

Cucurbita palmata

Coyote gourd

Euphorbiaceae

Spurge Family

Croton californicus

California croton

Croton setigerus

Dove weed

Simaroubaceae

Quassia family

Ailanthus altissima (non-native species)

Tree of heaven

Solanaceae

Nightshade family

Datura wrightii

Jimsonweed

Nicotiana glauca (non-native species)

Tree tobacco

Zygophyllaceae

Caltrop Family

Tribulus terrestris (non-native species)

Puncturevine

INSECTA

INSECTS

Pieridae

Whites and Sulphurs

Pieris rapae

Cabbage white

AVES BIRDS

Accipitridae Kites, Hawks, and Eagles
Buteo jamaicensis Red-tailed hawk

Corvidae Crows and Jays

Corvus corax

Common raven
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LSA

Plant and Animal Species Observed

Scientific Name

Common Name

Tyrannidae

Tyrant Flycatchers

Sayornis saya

Say’s phoebe

Tyrannus verticalis

Western kingbird

Passeridae

Old World Sparrows

Passer domesticus (non native species)

House sparrow
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