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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #         
PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial:       
       CRHR Status Code:  6Z      
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Resource Name or #: 21769 & 21801 Barton Road, Grand Terrace, CA 
Page  1     of      43 
 
 

P1. Other Identifier:   21769 and 21801 Barton Road 
*P2. Location:  o  Not for Publication     ý   Unrestricted   
 *a.  County       San Bernardino            and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad San Bernardino South   Date 2021   T 2S ; R 4W ;    o  of    o  of Sec  5 ; S.B.  B.M. 

c.  Address    21769 & 21801 Barton Road    City    Grand Terrace          Zip    92313             
d.  UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone 11, Building A: 469661.55mE/ 3765928.13mN; 

Building B:  469632.08 mE/ 3765918.66 mN; Building C:  469630.43 mE/ 3765871.12 mN 
e.  Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, decimal degrees, etc., as appropriate)   

The subject property is sited on Barton Road on Lot 8 of the East Riverside Land Company Subdivision. Identified 
as San Bernardino County Assessor’s Parcel Number’s 116-712-103-00 and 116-712-104-00, the property is 
located towards the northwest end of the City of Grand Terrace, California.  
*P3a. Description: The evaluated property is located on two parcels identified as 116-712-103-00 and 116-712-
104-00. The property consists of three commercial/industrial-use buildings addressed 21769 (APN#116-712-
103-00) & 21801 (APN#116-712-103-00) Barton Road. The buildings are sited on an L-shaped property, 
approximately 5.5 acres, located on the south side of Barton Road. The property is enclosed by chain link 
fence on all sides. Surface parking surrounds the buildings on all sides of the property. An asphalt driveway 
located towards the far northeast end of the property, extends from Barton Road providing access to the 
property. The surrounding area is composed of light industrial/commercial-use properties. The former railroad 
bed for the Southern Pacific Railroad is located directly west, parallel to the property.  
See Continuation Sheet for additional description. 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes 
and codes) (HP2) Single-Family (HP6) 
Commercial Building; (HP8) Industrial 
Building 
*P4. Resources Present: ý Building o  
Structure o  Object  o  Site o  District o  
Element of District  o  Other (Isolates, etc.) 
P5b. Description of Photo: View southeast of 
21769-21801 Barton Rd from Barton Road. 
(July 2022; IMG_6870) 
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and Source: 
ý Historic: ca.1959; ca.1966, Historic 
Aerials.com 
*P7. Owner and Address:   
Silver Spring Properties, LLC 
10837 Etiwanda Ave, Fontana, CA. 
92337. 
*P8. Recorded by:  
Alexia Landa, B.A., Historian / 
Archaeologist 
Urbana Preservation & Planning, LLC 
www.urbanapreservation.com 

*P9. Date Recorded: July 2022 
*P10. Survey Type: Historical Resource Review  
*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources or enter "none.")  None 
*Attachments: o NONE  ý Location Map  ý  Continuation Sheet  ý Building, Structure, and Object Record o 
Archaeological Record  o District Record  o Linear Feature Record  o Milling Station Record  o Rock Art Record  o 
Artifact Record  o Photograph Record   o Other (List):
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B1. Historic Name:  Not Identified       
B2. Common Name: 21769 & 21801 Barton Road      
B3. Original Use:  Agricultural      B4.  Present Use: Commercial / Industrial 
*B5. Architectural Style:      
*B6. Construction History: Property construction history is based on historic and current aerial photography, 
and regional newspaper articles of the subject property. Property building records were not provided by the City 
of Grand Terrace or the San Bernardino County Assessor’s Office.  
 
In ca.1959, a one-story building was constructed on the property and initially served as a residential single-
family dwelling. The building first appears on a 1959 aerial of the surrounding area (HistoricAerials.com). Based 
on aerial photography, the building featured a rectilinear floorplan and an asymmetrical façade. The dwelling 
was constructed on a former citrus farm located alongside the tracks of the Southern Pacific Railroad’s Riverside 
Motor Branch (later acquired by the Union Pacific). As a result, several ancillary features/structures likely 
associated with citrus operations are visible in early aerials towards the far left side of the property. By the early, 
1950s, citrus operations on the subject property had ceased and much of the citrus trees are no longer visible in 
aerials (see continuation sheets for historic aerials). See Continuation Sheet for additional construction history.  
 
*B7. Moved? ý No   o Yes   o Unknown   Date:                     Original Location:                    
*B8. Related Features: No related features. 
B9a. Architect: Unknown / Not Identified   b. Builder: Unknown / Not Identified     
*B10. Significance:  Theme N/A   Area N/A    Period of Significance N/A Property Type Commercial / Industrial      
Applicable Criteria NRHP and CRHR Ineligible 
 
 The 21769-21801 Barton Road property is not eligible for designation under any of the California Register of 
Historic Resources (CRHR) designation criteria. The property is not associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of local or regional history, or the cultural heritage of California 
(Criterion 1); it is not associated with the lives of persons important to local, California, or national history 
(Criterion 2); the buildings do not embody distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period or method of 
construction, or represent the work of an important creative individual, or possess high artistic values 
(Criterion 3); lastly, it is not likely to yield information important to prehistory or history (Criterion 4).  
See Continuation Sheet for eligibility and integrity analysis. 
 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes:  N/A            
*B12. References: N/A 
B13. Remarks: None 
*B14. Evaluator: Alexia Landa, B.A., Historian / Archaeologist 
Urbana Preservation & Planning, LLC  
*Date of Evaluation: July 2022 

(This space reserved for official comments) 
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Site Plan 
 

  
 
Parcel No. 116-712-103-00: 
Parcel No. 116-712-104-00:

C
, 

A 

B 

Building A: Constructed ca.1959 
Building B: Constructed ca.1966 
Building C: Constructed ca.1966 
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P3a. Description (Continued from page 1): 
 
21769-21801 BARTON ROAD ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 
Below is a brief architectural description of the subject buildings. The buildings are all located on APN#116-
712-103. The west parcel, APN#116-712-104, is mostly empty with a single concrete feature likely associated 
with shipping operations that occurred on the subject property. 
 
Building A: Constructed ca.1959, Building A is a single-story, modest, wood-framed building located directly 
south of Barton Road. The building features an asymmetrical façade, a rectilinear floorplan atop a concrete 
foundation, and minimal decorative details throughout. The low-pitched roof is clad in wood-siding and has 
shed roof extensions on the north, west, and east elevations. Two small dormers are visible on the south 
elevation. The building is clad in vertical wood-siding painted in brown, with brown accent trim on the 
windows and doors. The fenestration consists of vinyl sliding sash and single-hung windows, and flush wood 
doors. Metal security bars were installed over the windows throughout the building. The structure was first 
captured in a 1959 aerial of the surrounding area and initially served as a single-family residence. By the late 
1970s, the dwelling was modified to serve as commercial-use office space. 
 
Building B: Constructed ca.1966, Building B is a large, one-story, metal, industrial-use building. The building is 
sited south of Building A and is setback towards the center of the property. The structure has an asymmetrical 
façade and a rectilinear floorplan. The moderately pitched side gabled roof is topped with corrugated sheet 
metal. A shed roof extension supported by four evenly spaced metal beams extends from the south elevation. 
The building is clad in corrugated sheet metal, and features metal framed multi-pane windows, an industrial 
overhead door, and flush metal doors. The structure was first captured on a 1966 aerial of the surrounding 
area (Earth Explorer ID# 1VBNF00010124).  
 
Building C: Constructed ca.1966, Building C is a small, single-story, wood-framed building. The building is 
sited towards the northeast end of the parcel. The building has an asymmetrical façade, a rectilinear floorplan, 
and a flat roof. The flat roof has a slight eave overhang with exposed rafter beams. The northern half of the 
building is clad in both vertical and horizontal wood-siding painted brown, with a partial slump block veneer 
towards the north and west elevation. The southern half of the building features both vertical wood-siding and 
a concrete block façade. The fenestration consists of fixed frameless windows on the north elevation, a vinyl 
sliding sash window on the south elevation, and two wood overhead doors on the west elevation. The east 
elevation is obscured by neighboring building, 21823 Barton Road. The structure was first captured on a 1966 
aerial (Earth Explorer ID# 1VBNF00010124), and likely served as both commercial office space and storage. 
 
 
Current views of the property are included below on page 6-13. 
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View southwest of Building A main and west elevations. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6830) 
 

 
View northwest of Building A rear elevation and partial east elevation. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6831) 
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View west of Building A east elevation. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6832) 
 

 
View north of Building B south elevation. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6833) 
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View southwest of Building B west and north elevations.  
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6834) 
 

 
View west of Building B east elevation.  
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6835) 
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View northwest of Building B east and south elevations. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6835) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

View east of Building B south elevation. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6836)
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View east of Building C west elevation. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6839) 
 

 
View southwest of Building C west elevation and partial north elevation. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6840) 
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View south of Building C north elevation. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6841) 
 

 
Detail view of Building C slump block veneer and wood siding.  
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6842) 
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View north of Building C south elevation. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6843) 
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View south of the subject property on APN: 116-712-04. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6844) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

View north of concrete shipping feature located towards the far west end of APN: 116-712-04. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6845) 
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B6. Construction History (continued from page 2): 
 
By 1966, two additional buildings were constructed on the property: a one-story wood-framed building sited 
towards the far northeast corner of the parcel, and a one-story metal framed industrial-use building located 
south of the ca.1959 building. The wood-framed building may have initially served as commercial-use office 
space and was later utilized for storage at an unidentified date. The subject buildings were constructed as the 
City of Grand Terrace was transitioning from an agricultural community to a small suburban neighborhood, with 
residential, commercial, and industrial-use properties. The subject buildings were one of many 
residential/commercial-use buildings constructed during this time.  
 
Over the years, several modifications were made to the subject property. These modifications include the 
removal of ancillary features/structures associated with early citrus operations (ca.1995); the addition of 
storage/shipping containers and awnings (ca.2002); the addition of concrete shipping feature (date not 
identified); and the conversion of the ca.1959 residential building to commercial office space (ca.1979).  
 
B10. Significance (continued from page 2): 
 
HISTORIC OVERVIEW OF THE CITY OF GRAND TERRACE 
The City of Grand Terrace is an inland city located along the southern border of San Bernardino County 
adjacent to Riverside County. Grand Terrace is bordered to the north, east, and west by the City of Colton and 
to the south by the unincorporated community of Highgrove. It is located approximately 57-miles east of the 
City of Los Angeles and encompasses a total of 3.6 square miles. It is one of fifteen cities located within the 
San Bernardino Valley which included the cities of Ontario, Chino, Chino Hills, Upland, Fontana, Rialto, Colton, 
Montclair, Rancho Cucamonga, San Bernardino, Loma Linda, Highland, Redlands, and Yucaipa. The city is 
located between two mountain ridges: the Blue Mountain Range to the east and the La Loma Hills to the west 
and is situated south of the Santa Ana River watershed. The Riverside Highland Water Company (RHWC) 
services the area and its population of over 12,000. Much of the city is characterized as a low-density 
suburban neighborhood with residential, commercial, and industrial use properties. Interstate 215 is the major 
transportation corridor that intersects the city in a northeast-to-southwest orientation.  
 
Prior to European settlement, the area was traditionally occupied by the Serrano and Gabrieleño tribes. The 
Serrano territory extended through much of San Bernardino County into portions of northeast Los Angeles 
County. The Gabrieleño traditional lands encompassed much of the Los Angeles basin, parts of Orange 
County, as well as several offshore islands. Both tribes lived in hunter-gatherer societies and traded widely 
with neighboring peoples such as the Cahuilla, Chumash, Kawaiisu, and the Chemehuevi. The Serrano were a 
major link in a trade and exchange system that bought goods from the southwest to the pacific coast. Their 
principal providers were the Mojave to the east and the Gabrieleno to the west. It is estimated by 
anthropologist Alfred Kroeber that prior to European contact there was approximately 1,500 Serrano and 
5,000 to 10,000 Gabrieleno, but the numbers could be greater. 
 
During the late 18th century, European exploration of the San Bernardino Valley commenced. The earliest 
reported exploration occurred during the Spanish occupation of California. In 1771, Father Francisco Garces 
was the first European to pass through the area. Garces was a Franciscan missionary and explorer who made 
several expeditions through the region. During his expeditions he managed to establish peaceful relationship 
with the tribes he encountered along his journey. He later served as a guide to Spanish explorer Juan Bautista 
De Anza.1 In 1772, Garces was followed by Pedro Fages, a Spanish soldier who would later become governor 

 
1 BCR Consulting LLC, Cultural Resource Assessment: Caprock Warehouse Project (SB: BCR Consulting LLC, 2017), 4. 
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of Alta California. Fages is reported to have reached the region in search of military deserters from the San 
Diego Presidio.  
 
As Spanish exploration of the region increased, California missions were founded with the goal of converting 
Native Americans to Catholicism and expanding European territory. The mission system of Alta California was 
led by Franciscan missionaries who carefully selected lands located near major water sources and with ample 
land for agriculture. With the establishment of missions, an economy of agriculture, ranching, and trade 
emerged. Each mission owned a number of ranches where they raised livestock and crops. The most 
extensive ranchlands in the whole mission system belong to Mission San Gabriel, located in present-day Los 
Angeles County, extending over 2,100 square miles.2 Although the lands that encompass the present-day City 
of Grand Terrace were not part of the mission system, it was located approximately 6-miles northwest of 
Rancho San Bernardino.  
 
In 1822, following the Mexican War of Independence, California mission lands were confiscated by the new 
Mexican government and later redistributed to political allies. The Mexican government issued more than 500 
land grants of former mission lands to prominent families to encourage settlement and agricultural 
development of Alta California. Land grants were carefully documented on maps known as diseños, that 
roughly delineated the boundaries of each grant.3 Landowners largely focused on the cattle industry and 
devoted large tracts of land to grazing. Among the land grants located within proximity to Grand Terrace 
included Rancho San Bernardino and Rancho Jurupa.  
 
During the American era, the area that would become Grand Terrace served as a major transportation 
corridor.  Several trails and wagon roads intersected the area and were delineated on the 1877 GLO Historic 
Plat Map as the Road from Riverside to Old San Bernardino, the Road from San Diego to Old San Bernardino, 
the Road to San Jacinto, and the Riverside and San Jacinto Road.4 By the 1870s, railroad construction in the 
United States dramatically increased. In 1875, the Southern Pacific Railway was constructed through the 
region, linking southern California to the San Francisco Bay.5 As a result, small business began to emerge 
along the line in support of railroad operations. By 1876, the Riverside Press Enterprise newspaper reported 
that there were nine building in the Terrace-Colton area.6 However, much of the development that occurred 
was located within the present-day limits of the City of Colton.  
 
While the expansion of Colton and the surrounding areas was fostered by the construction of the railroad, the  
development of Grand Terrace became a reality with the construction of the Gage Canal. In 1885, the Gage 
Canal was commissioned by Matthew Gage, an Irish-Canadian jeweler who relocated to California in 1881.7 
Upon his arrival, he acquired several sections of land east and north of Riverside Colony under the Desert 
Land Act of 1877. To bring irrigation water to his agricultural lands, Gage purchased additional lands south of 
the Santa Ana River and began the construction of the great canal. Upon its completion in 1889, the canal 
spanned more than 20-miles between the original Riverside settlement to the Santa Ana River, north of Grand 

 
2 Louis Gentilcore, “Missions and Mission lands of Alta California.” Annals of the Association of American Geographers, vol. 51, no. 1, 1961, 
pp. 46–72 JSTOR. 
3 “1821-1847: Missions, Ranches, and Mexican War for Independence,” Calisphere, University of California, July 2022, 
https://calisphere.org/exhibitions/essay/3/missions-ranchos/. 
4 Bureau of Land Management, “Search Document by Location,” digital images, General Land Office Records 
(http://glorecords.blm.gov/documentbylocation: accessed 2022), [1877 GLO Plat Map No. 290760_1]. 
5 F.T. Newbery. Map of the Southern Pacific Railroad and Connections. “Barry Lawrence Ruderman Antique Maps.” 1875, Accessed 2022, 
https://www.raremaps.com/gallery/detail/48972/map-of-the-southern-pacific-rail-road-and-connections-june-newbery.  
6 City of Grand Terrace, Program Environmental Impact Report: City of Grand Terrace General Plan Update (CA: Chambers Group, Inc., 
2010),1-3. 
7Karen Tongson, Relocations: Queer Suburban Imaginaries (NY: New York University Press, 2011), 123. 
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Terrace. The Gage Canal brought much needed water from the Santa Ana River to a relatively arid region. As 
a result, it allowed for the development of the City of Riverside, Highgrove, and Grand Terrace, as well as the 
expansion of the local citrus industry.  
 
Between 1889 and 1913, the early economy of Grand Terrace was primarily based on the cultivation of citrus. 
Although the agricultural sector of Grand Terrace was significantly smaller than that of neighboring 
communities, the town played a minor role in the citrus industry. Grand Terrace’s favorable soil conditions, 
readily available water, and general location to the railroad generated a land boom that encouraged further 
settlement. New settlers arrived and acquired several acres of land in the area that was also known as “The 
Terrace.” The area was officially referred to as Grand Terrace in an 1888 newspaper article by the Riverside 
Independent Enterprise, but the two names were used interchangeably.8 By 1897, as settlement increased, a 
church and school were constructed to accommodate the growing population.9  
 
In 1901, Melvil L. Howell, a farmer from Kansas, relocated to Grand Terrace with his family. In 1904, Howell, 
along with his partner Charles Patton, purchased 300 acres of land in The Terrace, in proximity to Mt. Vernon 
Avenue. Together they installed a water pumping plant to facilitate agricultural operations and advertised 
their new community as the Grand Terrace Tract.10  The following appeared in a 1906 newspaper article: 
 

The Grand Terrace Tract: Just south of Colton on the Mesa at $200.00 to $250.00 per acre; 300 
acres to choose from; a trolley line through it in the near future. The motor is already here and 
stops on land, electric lights can be had here for your home as cheap as in the city. We have water 
to burn from the fine pumping plant just completed expressly for this tract. You can get water 
once a month, twice a month, or every week, if you wish it and enough to flood alfalfa. Water 
goes with the land. You can raise anything with a system like this. Two good crops of potatoes in 
one year will pay for the land. No better orange land in sunny California. You can have an up-to-
date suburban home here, in a five minute run of the city, and a five-cent fare. This land is selling. 
If you want something that is good as an investment or a home, see me, near the tract. M. L. 
Howell.11  

 
As the citrus industry in the area continued to flourish, a packing house was constructed by the National 
Orange Company in 1909. The National Orange Company was organized by Ethan Allen Chase, an early 
settler of Riverside who came to California from New York in 1891.12 The company’s main packing house was 
located in the Riverside townsite along the Atchison, Topeka, & Santa Fe Railway. To facilitate shipping 
operations, the Grand Terrace packing house was constructed alongside the Southern Pacific Railroad.13 Much 
of the company’s agricultural lands were located towards the east side of Grand Terrace. By 1913, however, 
much of Grand Terrace’s groves were devastated following a freeze that impacted the entire Southern 
California citrus industry. Many of the areas citrus groves that were destroyed as a result of the freeze, were 
replaced with hardier quick profit crops such as walnuts and peaches.14 
 
In 1910, M. L. Howell’s Grand Terrace Tract was acquired by John R. Burns and Ormiston L. Emery. The area 
was further subdivided into one-to-five acre lots and sold for farming or for suburban development.15 To 

 
8 Riverside Daily Press, November 26, 1888. 
9 Riverside Independent Enterprise, November 3, 1897. 
10 San Bernardino Sun, November 29, 1906.  
11 San Bernardino Sun, December 14, 1906. 
12 Elmer Wallace Holmes, History of Riverside County, California (CA: Historic Record Company, 1912), 563. 
13 San Bernardino Sun, October 8, 1909. 
14 City of Grand Terrace, Program Environmental Impact Report: City of Grand Terrace General Plan Update (CA: Chambers Group, Inc., 
2010). 
15 Colton Sentinel, November 11, 1910.  
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attract potential investors to the area, Burns and Emery advertised the area as a “desirable location for small 
farms, chicken ranches, and suburban homes, and as the future location of the Pacific Electric Railway.”16 
Single-family bungalow dwellings were constructed and sold by J.R. Burns.17  
 
In 1912, a new line of  the Pacific Electric Railway was installed on the west side of Grand Terrace, connecting 
to cities in Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, and Riverside Counties.18 The electric powered line was part 
of the railways Eastern District and shared the private way with a parallel Southern Pacific Line to Grand 
Terrace, where the Pacific Electric branched to the southwest to Riverside.19 The 1981 Inventory of the Pacific 
Electric Routes reported that line once spanned “south from O Street in Colton, across the Santa Ana River on 
the original single-track bridge to Grand Terrace, passed under Barton Road, then crossed over the I-15 
freeway on a plategirder bridge into Riverside County.”20 The Pacific Electric Railway offered residents a quick 
and affordable way of travel to a variety of Southern California destinations and for allowed for further 
development to occur. Despite the construction of the line, however, suburban development remained 
relatively slow until the construction of the highway system.  
 
Between the 1920s and 1940s, the area continued to be defined as a small agricultural community located on 
the outskirts of larger city centers such as Colton and Riverside. In 1923, the Railroad Commission of the State 
of California reported that the “agricultural community of Grand Terrace“had a population of 250 residents.21 
Colton and Riverside served as major centers where residents of smaller towns and communities, like Grand 
Terrace and Highgrove, could conduct business and attend social and recreational events. By the 1950s, the 
construction of the freeway system provided easy access through the region, encouraging suburban and 
industrial development in the area.  
 
Residential construction overtook agriculture as the region’s economic engine following World War II. 
Throughout Southern California, suburban developments spread across the landscape on a grand scale, at a 
distance from city centers never before acceptable. Developers bought up prime agricultural land, put in 
streets and infrastructure and then started building houses to accommodate the population boom that 
occurred throughout the State. Subdivisions, such as Godfrey Heights and Gordon Fields, replaced 
agricultural lands in Grand Terrace, and were built around the automobile.22 Curved streets were designed to 
slow traffic through residential neighborhoods and are visible towards the east side of the city. 
 
By 1959, the completion of the Riverside Freeway (Interstate 215) stimulated further growth. Countless 
residential and commercial developments advertised themselves within proximity to the freeway. The 
development of additional business caused a need for more housing and the cycle thus continued. In 1962, 
the Grand Terrace Chamber of Commerce was organized to oversee future development and improve the 
quality of life of the community. From the beginning the Chamber was interested in preserving the local 
identity of Grand Terrace and was a major supporter of cityhood.23 By 1964, the population of Grand Terrace 
was reported to be a total of 4,260.24 

 
16 Colton Sentinel, November 11, 1910. 
17 Colton Sentinel, November 15, 1910.; Colton Sentinel, February 12, 1913. 
18 San Bernardino Sun, November 13, 1912.  
19 CalTrans, 1981 Inventory of Pacific Electric Routes (LA: California Department of Transportation District 7, 1982). 
20 CalTrans, 1981 Inventory of Pacific Electric Routes (LA: California Department of Transportation District 7, 1982).  
21 Railroad Commission of the State of California, Decisions of the Railroad Commission of the State of California (CA: The Commission, 
1923), 2. 
22 Colton Courier, February 2, 1950. 
23 City of Grand Terrace, Program Environmental Impact Report: City of Grand Terrace General Plan Update (CA: Chambers Group, Inc., 
2010). 
24 Colton Courier, November 19, 1964. 
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On November 30, 1978, the City of Grand Terrace was incorporated as the sixteenth city in San Bernardino 
County.25 Today, the population of Grand Terrace exceeds 13,000. Much of the city is characterized as a low 
density residential area with industrial and commercial properties located towards the west side of the city. 
Both the Southern Pacific Railroad and the Pacific Electric Railway that once intersected the city have been 
discontinued. 
 
 
OWNERSHIP HISTORY 
During the course of historic research, little information was identified on the owners and occupants of the 
subject property. The property was improved ca.1959 with the construction of a single-story residential-use 
building, that later served as a commercial-use office space (see Site Plan). The building was constructed on a 
former citrus farm that first appears in a 1938 aerial of the area.26 By the early 1950s, citrus operations ceased 
at the subject property. Between 1959 and 1984, ownership information was not identified. During this period, 
two additional buildings were constructed on the property ca.1966. Over the years, the property was rented to 
two families and several businesses (See Occupancy Tables 2 and 3 below). Listed below are brief biographies 
of owners identified with the subject property. 
 
Thomas L. Mazzetti, Owner, 1985: 
Born in 1938, Mr. Mazetti was a native of California and the son of Wiser and Anita Mazzetti.27 He grew up in 
Riverside County where his father worked in the citrus industry and was co-owner of the Blue Banner Packing 
Company.28 He attended Riverside Polytechnic High School and graduated from San Jose State College in 
1961.29 Following his graduation he enlisted in the United States Airforce Reserves and married Barbara 
Suzanne Sprague.30 By the 1970s, Mr. Mazzetti went into the citrus industry and managed the company his 
father helped establish following his death.31  
 
In 1985, the subject property was under Mazzetti’s ownership and likely acquired as a rental property. During 
the course of historical history, no known citrus operations were identified at the subject property under his 
ownership at this time. Early citrus operations prior to 1950 on the subject property are not associated with 
Thomas L. Mazzetti. He was a child by the time citrus operations on the property ceased. 
 
Luna Family, Owner, 1989-2001: 
Between 1989 and 1993, the property was identified under the ownership of Ruben Luna. In 1992, Mr. Luna is 
mentioned by the San Bernardino Sun as the owner of a trucking business known as the Freight Transport 
Express.32 No additional information was identified on Mr. Luna.  
 
In 1995, the property was under the ownership of the Albert Luna and Theresa T. Luna Trust. No additional 
information was identified on Albert Luna or Theresa T. Luna. The property remained under their ownership 
until 2001 when it was acquired by James A. McMinn and his wife. 
 
 

 
25 City of Grand Terrace, Program Environmental Impact Report: City of Grand Terrace General Plan Update (CA: Chambers Group, Inc., 
2010). 
26 Historic Aerials.com. 
27 Year: 1940; Census Place: Riverside, Riverside, California; Roll: m-t0627-00278; Page: 2A; Enumeration District: 33-59 
28 Los Angeles Times, July 2, 1963. 
29 San Bernardino Sun, August 20, 1961. 
30 Ibid.  
31 San Bernardino Sun, April 22, 1978. 
32 San Bernardino Sun, February 23, 1993. 
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James A. McMinn and Tina M. McMinn, Barton Property, LLC, Owner, 2001-2019: 
In 2001, the property was under the ownership of James A. McMinn and Tina M. McMinn. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
McMinn were founders of Barton Property, LLC. The company was incorporated on September 30, 2002.33 The 
following year the property was listed under the company name until 2019 when the property was acquired 
by Silver Springs Property, LLC. The property continues under their ownership to this day.  
 
An incomplete list of ownership and occupancy history for the subject property is listed below. 
 
 
Table 1. Chain of Title / Ownership History- 21769 & 21801 Barton Road 
 

Date  Owner Source 

1985 Thomas L. Mazzetti Daily Press 

1989-1993 Ruben Luna Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 
San Bernardino Sun 

1995-2001 Albert Luna and Theresa T. Luna Trust San Bernardino County Assessor’s Office 

2001-2002 James A. McMinn and Tina M. McMinn San Bernardino County Assessor’s Office 

2002-2019 Barton Property, LLC San Bernardino County Assessor’s Office 

2019-present Silver Springs Properties, LLC San Bernardino County Assessor’s Office 

 
 

 
33 Open Corporates, “Barton Property, LLC.” Open Corporates. Website: (n.d.)  https://opencorporates.com/companies/us_ca/200227510111.  



 

DPR 523B (9/2013)  *Required information 

State of California - The Resources Agency   Primary#        
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI#         

CONTINUATION SHEET   Trinomial#        
 

Resource Name or #: 21769 & 21801 Barton Road, Grand Terrace, CA 
Page 20       of      43 

Table 2. Occupancy History- 21769 Barton Road 
 

Date  Occupant Source Relevance  

1960-1962 Frank P. Garcia and Natalie M. Garcia 
Riverside Independent 
California Voters Registration 

"Births: Garcia, Frank P. 21769 
Barton Rd., Girl, Riverside” 

1979 Luis Sanchez Jr. and Eleanor Sanchez U.S. Public Records Index Luis-born July 6, 1933. 

1993 Freight Transport Express San Bernardino Sun 

“The assets to be sold are 
described in general as and are 
located at 21769 & 21801 Barton 
Rd.; Grand Terrace, CA. 92324.” 

 
Table 3. Occupancy History- 21801 Barton Road 
 

Date  Occupant Source Relevance  

1967-1975 George F. Casey Company San Bernardino Sun “21801 Barton Rd., Colton” 

1977 S & L Company-Steven O. Peck San Bernardino Sun 
“Fictitious Business Name: 21801 
Barton Road” 

1985 Woodcrest Express-Donald L. Flack San Bernardino Sun 
“Fictitious Business Name: 
Woodcrest Express, 21801 
Barton Rd.” 

1989 RB Auto Sales-Robert Barelia San Bernardino Sun 
“Business Licenses: RB Auto 
Sales; Owner Robert Barelia” 

1990-1994 Alton L. Dockery U.S. Public Records Index “Born June 15, 1937” 

1993 Freight Transport Express-Ruben 
Luna 

San Bernardino Sun 

“The assets to be sold are 
described in general as and are 
located at 21769 & 21801 Barton 
Rd.; Grand Terrace, CA. 92324.” 

1995 Kenneth C. Reed U.S. Public Records Index  

1996 Donald L. Flack U.S. Public Records Index “Second address” 

1996 Doug Raymond U.S. Public Records Index  

2001-2016 James P. McMinn U.S. Public Records Index  
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*B10. Significance (Continued from page 2):  
 
SIGNIFICANCE CONCLUSIONS  
 
CRHR Criterion 1: Association with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.  
 
The 21769 & 21801 Barton Road property is not eligible for CRHR Criterion 1 as it does not exemplify or reflect 
special elements of the city’s history. The buildings were constructed at a time when the City of Grand Terrace 
was transitioning from a primarily agricultural community to a suburban development. During the 1950s, the 
area experienced increased residential, commercial, and industrial development to accommodate the 
population boom that occurred following World War II. Developers acquired prime agricultural lands, which 
were then replaced by subdivisions and commercial developments. The construction of Interstate 215 further 
stimulated Grand Terrace’s growth.  
 
Although the subject buildings were constructed during the early suburbanization of the city, no specific 
information was identified to indicate that the property, in and of itself, exemplifies or represents a special 
element of Grand Terrace’s or California’s history. The subject property is one of many residential, 
commercial, and industrial-use properties constructed in the area between the 1950s and 1970s. For this 
reason, Urbana determined the property is not individually eligible under Criterion 1.  
 
CRHR Criterion 2: Association with the lives of persons significant in national, state, or local history. 
 
Research does not indicate that the subject property qualifies for designation under Criterion 2. Over the 
years, 21769-21801 Barton Road property served as a residential, commercial, and industrial-use property, and 
was rented to two families and several local businesses. With the exception of Thomas L. Mazzetti, limited 
information was identified for the majority of the owners and occupants to establish significance.  
 
The property is associated with Thomas L. Mazzetti who owned the property in 1985. Mazzetti was the son of 
Riverside citrus baron, Wiser J. Mazzetti. His father was the founder and owner of the Blue Banner Company, 
a citrus packing company established in 1951, which would go on to become one of the largest grapefruit 
shippers in the State of California. Mazzetti would later follow his father into the citrus industry and manage 
the company following his death. While interesting, the subject property is not directly associated with 
Mazzetti’s father or his productive life. Mazzetti was a child when his father founded the Blue Banner 
Company. By the time Mazzetti was involved with the company, it was already a top citrus packing 
competitor. For this reason, the subject property has not been found eligible for its association with Thomas L. 
Mazzetti under Criterion 2. 
 
CRHR Criterion 3: Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or 
that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or represent a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction.  
 
The evaluated property consists of three buildings: a small single-story frame dwelling constructed ca.1959 
(later utilized for commercial-use office space); a large, metal, one-story, industrial building constructed in 
ca.1966; and a small single-story storage/commercial-use building constructed ca.1966. Under Criterion 3, the 
three structures do not appear eligible for listing, nor do they meet the historical or architectural criteria for 
such designation. The buildings do not exhibit the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style, and 
are more utilitarian in appearance, with limited applied detail and inexpensive materials, built to serve a 
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primary function and role. Additionally, a builder or architect for the subject buildings was not identified. For 
this reason, Urbana determined the property is not individually eligible under Criterion 3.   
 
CRHR Criterion 4: Potential to yield information important in prehistory or history.  
 
The subject property is not eligible under Criterion 4 as it is unlikely to yield information important in prehistory 
or history.  
 
 
Integrity 
Evaluation of integrity must always be grounded in an understanding of a resource’s physical features and 
how they relate to historic significance. To retain historic integrity, a resource will possess several, and usually 
most of the following seven aspects of integrity: location, materials, design, setting, workmanship, feeling, 
and association. If it is determined that a resource is eligible for designation because it meets one or more of 
the adopted designation criteria, the integrity of the resource must be evaluated. Integrity is the ability to 
convey its significance. Only after the historic significance of the resource is fully established can the issue of 
integrity be addressed.  
 
The 21769 & 21801 Barton Road properties have not been found by Urbana to be individually eligible for 
designation under any of the criteria. Further integrity analysis is not merited.  
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1877 GLO Survey Plat. The subject property is located on the NE ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 5, Township 2S, Range 5W of the 
San Bernardino Meridian. Several trails intersect Section 5, including the Road from Riverside to Old San Bernardino and the 
road from San Diego to Old San Bernardino. A small unnamed trail, spanning in the north-to-south orientation, was 
documented in the approximate location of the subject property.  
Source: Bureau of Land Management Plat map, “General Land Office Survey Maps,” digital images, General Land office 
Records, Year: 1877, [GLO Plat Map No. 290760_1].
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1880 GLO Survey Plat. The subject property is located on the NE ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 5, Township 2S, Range 5W of the 
San Bernardino Meridian.  
Source: Bureau of Land Management Plat map, “General Land Office Survey Maps,” digital images, General Land office 
Records, Year: 1880, [GLO Plat Map No. 290762_1].
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Source:1950 United States Federal Census Enumeration map.
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The subject property is delineated on the 1954 San Bernardino South USGS Quad as agricultural land. The 
Southern Pacific Railroad is located west of the property. 
Source: 1954 San Bernardino USGS Quadrangle Map (1:24,000).
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Two of the structures on the subject property are delineated USGS Quad map.  
Source: 1967 San Bernardino South USGS Quadrangle Map (1:24,000).



 

DPR 523B (9/2013)  *Required information 

State of California - The Resources Agency   Primary#        
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI#         

CONTINUATION SHEET   Trinomial#        
 

Resource Name or #: 21823-21831 Barton Road, Grand Terrace, CA 
Page 30      of      43 

City of Grand Terrace Assessor’s Map 
 

  
The subject property is located on Lot 8 of the East Riverside Land Company Subdivision in the northwest side 
of the City of Grand Terrace, California. The East Riverside Land Co. was established in 1886 and 
encompassed Sections 5, 19, and part of Section 17 in Township 2S, Range 4W. 
Source: County of San Bernardino Assessor’s Office
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Historic Aerials 
 

 
1930 aerial of the subject property and the surrounding neighborhood. The property is mostly agricultural and is 
developed with structures along the west side of the parcel.  
Source: Frame Finder, UC Santa Barbara Library.
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1931 aerial of the subject property and the surrounding neighborhood. The property is mostly agricultural. 
Source: Frame Finder, UC Santa Barbara Library.
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1948 aerial of the subject property and the surrounding neighborhood.  
Source: Frame Finder, UC Santa Barbara Library.
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1952 aerial of the subject property.  
Source: Earth Explorer.
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1953 aerial of the subject property.  
Source: Frame Finder, UC Santa Barbara Library.
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1959 aerial of the subject property. Building B is visible in the aerial.  
Source: HistoricaAerials.com
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1966 aerial of the subject property. All three structures are visible in the area in their current foot print. 
Source: Earth Explorer.
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1968 aerial of the subject property. All three structures are visible in the photograph.   
Source: Historic Aerials.com.
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1978 aerial of the subject property. The 21823-21831 Barton Road buildings are all visible on the photograph 
in their current footprint. 
Source: Historic Aerials.com.
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1980 aerial of the subject property. The 21823-218231 Barton Rd. building are visible in their current footprint. 
Source: Earth Explorer.
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1995 aerial of the subject property. By this time the structures towards the far west end of the parcel have 
been demolished.  
Source: Historical Aerials.com
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Newspaper and Genealogical Database Search Results for the Subject Property 
 
21769 Barton Road 
 

 
The 21769 Barton Road property was initially developed prior to the 1930s and appears to have served as a 
single-family / agricultural property likely dedicated to the cultivation of citrus. By the time the ca.1959 
dwelling was constructed (Building A), citrus operations had ceased. Building A initially served for residential 
use and later as a commercial-use office space. 
Source: San Bernardino Sun, November 23, 1960.  
 

 
In 1985, the 21769 Barton Road property was listed under the ownership of Thomas L. Mazzetti. 
Source: Daily Press, September 13, 1985.  
 

 
The property was utilized by as trucking business identified as “Freight Transport Express.” 
Source: San Bernardino Sun, February 22, 1993.
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Vintage Photographs 
 

2011 photograph of the subject property from Barton Road. Storage/shipping containers are visible in the 
photograph. 
Source: Google Street View 

 
2018 view of the subject property from Barton Road. Storage/shipping containers are visible in the 
photograph. 
Source: Google Street View.  
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P1. Other Identifier:    21823, 21825, 21827-21829, 21831 Barton Road 
*P2. Location:  o  Not for Publication     ý   Unrestricted   
 *a.  County       San Bernardino            and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
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e.  Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, decimal degrees, etc., as appropriate)   
The subject property is sited on Barton Road on Lot 7 of the East Riverside Land Company Subdivision. Identified 
as San Bernardino County Assessor’s Parcel Number 116-712-102-00, the property is located towards the 
northwest end of the City of Grand Terrace, California.  
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B1. Historic Name:  Not Identified       
B2. Common Name: 21823-21831 Barton Road      
B3. Original Use:  Agricultural      B4.  Present Use: Commercial / Industrial 
*B5. Architectural Style:     
*B6. Construction History: Property construction history is based on historic and current aerial photography, 
and regional newspaper articles of the subject property. Property building records were not provided by the City 
of Grand Terrace or the San Bernardino County Assessor’s Office. A builder/architect was not identified. 
 
In ca.1959, a one-story commercial-use office building, listed as 21829 Barton Road, was constructed on the 
property. The building first appears on a 1959 aerial of the surrounding and is sited towards the far northeast 
end of the parcel (HistoricAerials.com). Based on aerial photography, the building featured an L-shaped 
floorplan, an asymmetrical façade, and side gabled roof. The building was constructed on a former citrus farm 
located east of the Southern Pacific Railroad’s Riverside Motor Branch (later acquired by the Union Pacific). By 
the early, 1950s, citrus operations on the subject property had ceased and much of the citrus trees are no longer 
visible in aerials (see continuation sheets for historic aerials). See Continuation Sheet for additional construction 
history.  
 
*B7. Moved? ý No   o Yes   o Unknown   Date:                     Original Location:                    
*B8. Related Features: No related features. 
B9a. Architect: Unknown / Not Identified   b. Builder: Unknown / Not Identified     
*B10. Significance:  Theme N/A Area N/A    Period of Significance N/A Property Type Commercial / Industrial    
Applicable Criteria CRHR Ineligible 
 
The 21823-21831 Barton Road property is not eligible for designation under any of the California Register of 
Historic Resources (CRHR) designation criteria. The property is not associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of local or regional history, or the cultural heritage of California 
(Criterion 1); it is not associated with the lives of persons important to local, California, or national history 
(Criterion 2); the buildings do not embody distinctive 
characteristics of a style, type, period or method of construction, 
or represent the work of an important creative individual, or 
possess high artistic values (Criterion 3); lastly, it is not likely to 
yield information important to prehistory or history (Criterion 4).   
 
See Continuation Sheet for eligibility and integrity analysis.  
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes:  N/A            
*B12. References: See Continuation Sheet 
B13. Remarks: None 
*B14. Evaluator: Alexia Landa, B.A., Historian / Archaeologist 
Urbana Preservation & Planning, LLC  
*Date of Evaluation: July 2022  

(This space reserved for official comments) 
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Site Plan 
 

 
 

Project Boundary:

21823Barton 
Rd. 

21827-29 
Barton Rd. 

21825 
Barton 
Rd. 

21831 
Barton 
Rd. 

21823 Barton Rd: Constructed ca.1966 
21825 Barton Rd: Constructed ca.1973 
21827-29 Barton Rd: Constructed ca.1959; addition ca.1966 
21831 Barton Rd: Constructed ca.1968 
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P3a. Description (Continued from page 1): 
 
21823 Barton Road Architectural Description (ca.1966) 
Constructed ca. 1966, 21823 Barton Road is a large two-story industrial-use building sited towards the far 
northwest corner of the parcel on the south side of Barton Road. The structure has an asymmetrical façade 
and an L-shaped floorplan atop a grade-beam foundation. The building features an M-shaped roof, box-metal 
roofing and siding, flush metal doors, metal multi-pane windows, industrial roll-up doors, and warehouse 
sliding doors. The structure was first captured in its current footprint on a 1966 aerial of the area (Earth 
Explorer ID: 1VBNF00010124.). No known alterations were identified to the exterior of the structure since its 
date of construction.  
 
21825 Barton Road Architectural Description (ca.1973) 
Constructed ca.1973, the 21825 Barton Road structure is a single-story industrial-use building located directly 
south of 21823 Barton Road. The structure has a mostly symmetrical façade and a rectilinear floorplan atop a 
concrete foundation. The building features a concrete block façade, four industrial roll-up doors on both the 
north and south elevations, a flat roof, and an office space appendaged to the east elevation. The office 
features a vinyl sliding sash window and a metal security door over the front door. The building was first 
listed in newspaper publications as an industrial-use building in 1975 and first appears in its current 
configuration on a 1978 aerial of the area (Historic Aerials.com). No known alterations have been made to the 
exterior of the structure since its date of construction.   
 
21827-21829 Barton Road Architectural Description (ca.1959; ca.1966 addition) 
Constructed ca.1959 and extended ca.1966, 21827-29 Barton Road structure is a commercial / industrial-use 
building located towards the far northeast end of the parcel on the south side of Barton Road. The structure 
features an asymmetrical façade and an irregular floorplan atop a concrete foundation. The north and south 
end of the building feature differing rooflines and was constructed in two building phases. The north end, 
identified as 21829 Barton Road, features a stucco façade painted in tan, a moderately pitched side gabled 
roof topped with metal sheeting and no eave overhang, a recessed main entryway, vinyl single-hung windows 
with screen inserts, metal fixed windows with security bars, wood paneled and flush half-lite doors, and 
warehouse box-metal sliding doors. This portion of the building first appears on a 1959 aerial of the area 
(Historic Aerials.com). 21829 Barton Rd is the first structure that was constructed on the parcel and serves as a 
commercial-use office.  
 
The south end of the building, identified as 21827 Barton Road, serves as an industrial-use warehouse. The 
section features a moderately pitched front gabled roof with box-metal roofing and siding, flush metal doors, 
and two industrial overhead doors. The addition on the south end of the building first appears on a 1966 aerial 
of the area (Earth Explorer ID: 1VBNF00010124). No known alterations have been made to the exterior of the 
structure since 1966.  
 
21831 Barton Road Architectural Description (ca.1968) 
Constructed ca.1968, 21831 Barton Road is a vernacular commercial-use building constructed in the Minimal 
Traditional architectural style. The building is located south of 21827-21829 Barton Rd. and east of 21825 
Barton Rd. The two-story building has an asymmetrical facade and a rectilinear floorplan atop a concrete 
foundation. The side gabled roof is moderately pitched with a slight eave overhang and is topped with 
composite shingles. The two-story building features wood shingle siding painted gray, vinyl sliding sash 
windows with red shutters, visible on all elevations, horizontal wood-siding painted light gray on the gable 
ends, overhead garage doors, and wood paneled and half-lite doors painted red. An exterior staircase is 
located on the south elevation, providing access to the second floor. The second floor on the northern 
elevation overhangs slightly past the first floor and is supported by decorative wood brackets. The east 



 

DPR 523B (9/2013)  *Required information 

State of California - The Resources Agency   Primary#        
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI#         

CONTINUATION SHEET   Trinomial#        
 

Resource Name or #: 21769 & 21801 Barton Road, Grand Terrace, CA 
Page 6    of      50 

elevation features a single porthole window centered on the first floor. The building is first mentioned in a 
1968 newspaper publication and first appears on a 1978 aerial of the area (Historic Aerials.com). Based on 
newspaper publications the building initially served as a residential-use property. By 1976, the building 
appears to have been utilized for commercial-use (San Bernardino Sun, December 14, 1976). 
 
Current views of the property are included below. 
 
 

 
View southwest of the 21823 Barton Road north and partial east elevations. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6801) 
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View southwest of the 21823 Barton Road east and partial north elevations. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6802) 
 

 
View southeast of the 21823 Barton Road north elevation. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6803)
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View north of the 21823 Barton Road south elevation. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6804) 

 
View south from Barton Road of the 21827-29 Barton Road north elevation. The northern half of the building is 
identified as 21829 Barton Rd. and the southern half is 21827 Barton Rd.  
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6805) 
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View southwest from Barton Road of the 21827-29 Barton Road east and north elevations. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6806) 
 

 
View southeast of the 21827-29 Barton Rd. west elevation and partial north elevation. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6807) 
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View northeast of the 21827-29 Barton Rd. west elevation. The 1966 addition is identified as 21827 Barton 
Road. Date: July 2022 (IMG_6808) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

View north of the 21827-29 Barton Rd. south elevation. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6809) 
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View northwest of the 21827-29 Barton Road building. The 21823 Barton Road structure is visible towards the 
far left.  
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6810) 

 
View south of 21831 Barton Rd. north elevation. Located directly south of the 21827-29 Barton Rd. building. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6811)
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View southeast of the 21831 Barton Rd. north and west elevations. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6812) 
 

 
View northeast of the 21831 Barton Rd. south and partial east elevations. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6813) 
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View north of the 21831 Barton Rd. south elevation. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6814) 
 

 
View southwest of the 21831 Barton Road east and partial north elevations. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6815) 
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View southwest of the 21825 Barton Rd. north and partial east elevations. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6816) 
 

 
View west of the 21825 Barton Rd. east elevation. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6817) 
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View southeast of the 21825 Barton Rd. north elevation.  
Date: July 2022 (IMG_6818) 
 
B6. Construction (continued from page 2): 
By 1966, an addition was made to the ca.1959 building (21829 Barton Rd) and a second building identified as 
21823 Barton Road was constructed towards the far northwest side of the property. The addition was appended 
to the south elevation and was listed as 21827 Barton Road. Both the addition and the 21823 Barton Road 
building featured corrugated sheet metal roofing and siding and served as industrial-use buildings. 
 
In ca.1968, a third building identified as 21831 Barton Road was constructed on the subject property. The 
building was constructed in the Minimal Traditional architectural style and featured a rectilinear floorplan, wood 
shingle siding, and a side gabled roof. The building initially served as a residence and was converted to 
commercial-use office space by the 1970s. 
 
In ca.1973, a fourth building listed as 21825 Barton Road was added to the subject property. The 
commercial/industrial-use building featured rectilinear floorplan, concrete block façade, flat roof, and a small 
office space appendaged to the east elevation.  
 
The subject buildings were constructed as the City of Grand Terrace was transitioning from an agricultural 
community to a small suburban neighborhood, with residential, commercial, and industrial-use properties. The 
buildings were one of many residential/commercial-use buildings constructed during this time. 
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B10. Significance (continued from page 2): 
 
HISTORIC OVERVIEW OF THE CITY OF GRAND TERRACE 
The City of Grand Terrace is an inland city located along the southern border of San Bernardino County 
adjacent to Riverside County. Grand Terrace is bordered to the north, east, and west by the City of Colton and 
to the south by the unincorporated community of Highgrove. It is located approximately 57-miles east of the 
City of Los Angeles and encompasses a total of 3.6 square miles. It is one of fifteen cities located within the 
San Bernardino Valley which included the cities of Ontario, Chino, Chino Hills, Upland, Fontana, Rialto, Colton, 
Montclair, Rancho Cucamonga, San Bernardino, Loma Linda, Highland, Redlands, and Yucaipa. The city is 
located between two mountain ridges: the Blue Mountain Range to the east and the La Loma Hills to the west 
and is situated south of the Santa Ana River watershed. The Riverside Highland Water Company (RHWC) 
services the area and its population of over 12,000. Much of the city is characterized as a low-density 
suburban neighborhood with residential, commercial, and industrial use properties. Interstate 215 is the major 
transportation corridor that intersects the city in a northeast-to-southwest orientation.  
 
Prior to European settlement, the area was traditionally occupied by the Serrano and Gabrieleño tribes. The 
Serrano territory extended through much of San Bernardino County into portions of northeast Los Angeles 
County. The Gabrieleño traditional lands encompassed much of the Los Angeles basin, parts of Orange 
County, as well as several offshore islands. Both tribes lived in hunter-gatherer societies and traded widely 
with neighboring peoples such as the Cahuilla, Chumash, Kawaiisu, and the Chemehuevi. The Serrano were a 
major link in a trade and exchange system that bought goods from the southwest to the pacific coast. Their 
principal providers were the Mojave to the east and the Gabrieleno to the west. It is estimated by 
anthropologist Alfred Kroeber that prior to European contact there was approximately 1,500 Serrano and 
5,000 to 10,000 Gabrieleno, but the numbers could be greater. 
 
During the late 18th century, European exploration of the San Bernardino Valley commenced. The earliest 
reported exploration occurred during the Spanish occupation of California. In 1771, Father Francisco Garces 
was the first European to pass through the area. Garces was a Franciscan missionary and explorer who made 
several expeditions through the region. During his expeditions he managed to establish peaceful relationship 
with the tribes he encountered along his journey. He later served as a guide to Spanish explorer Juan Bautista 
De Anza.1 In 1772, Garces was followed by Pedro Fages, a Spanish soldier who would later become governor 
of Alta California. Fages is reported to have reached the region in search of military deserters from the San 
Diego Presidio.  
 
As Spanish exploration of the region increased, California missions were founded with the goal of converting 
Native Americans to Catholicism and expanding European territory. The mission system of Alta California was 
led by Franciscan missionaries who carefully selected lands located near major water sources and with ample 
land for agriculture. With the establishment of missions, an economy of agriculture, ranching, and trade 
emerged. Each mission owned a number of ranches where they raised livestock and crops. The most 
extensive ranchlands in the whole mission system belong to Mission San Gabriel, located in present-day Los 
Angeles County, extending over 2,100 square miles.2 Although the lands that encompass the present-day City 
of Grand Terrace were not part of the mission system, it was located approximately 6-miles northwest of 
Rancho San Bernardino.  
 
In 1822, following the Mexican War of Independence, California mission lands were confiscated by the new 
Mexican government and later redistributed to political allies. The Mexican government issued more than 500 

 
1 BCR Consulting LLC, Cultural Resource Assessment: Caprock Warehouse Project (SB: BCR Consulting LLC, 2017), 4. 
2 Louis Gentilcore, “Missions and Mission lands of Alta California.” Annals of the Association of American Geographers, vol. 51, no. 1, 1961, 
pp. 46–72 JSTOR. 
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land grants of former mission lands to prominent families to encourage settlement and agricultural 
development of Alta California. Land grants were carefully documented on maps known as diseños, that 
roughly delineated the boundaries of each grant.3 Landowners largely focused on the cattle industry and 
devoted large tracts of land to grazing. Among the land grants located within proximity to Grand Terrace 
included Rancho San Bernardino and Rancho Jurupa.  
 
During the American era, the area that would become Grand Terrace served as a major transportation 
corridor.  Several trails and wagon roads intersected the area and were delineated on the 1877 GLO Historic 
Plat Map as the Road from Riverside to Old San Bernardino, the Road from San Diego to Old San Bernardino, 
the Road to San Jacinto, and the Riverside and San Jacinto Road.4 By the 1870s, railroad construction in the 
United States dramatically increased. In 1875, the Southern Pacific Railway was constructed through the 
region, linking southern California to the San Francisco Bay.5 As a result, small business began to emerge 
along the line in support of railroad operations. By 1876, the Riverside Press Enterprise newspaper reported 
that there were nine building in the Terrace-Colton area.6 However, much of the development that occurred 
was located within the present-day limits of the City of Colton.  
 
While the expansion of Colton and the surrounding areas was fostered by the construction of the railroad, the  
development of Grand Terrace became a reality with the construction of the Gage Canal. In 1885, the Gage 
Canal was commissioned by Matthew Gage, an Irish-Canadian jeweler who relocated to California in 1881.7 
Upon his arrival, he acquired several sections of land east and north of Riverside Colony under the Desert 
Land Act of 1877. To bring irrigation water to his agricultural lands, Gage purchased additional lands south of 
the Santa Ana River and began the construction of the great canal. Upon its completion in 1889, the canal 
spanned more than 20-miles between the original Riverside settlement to the Santa Ana River, north of Grand 
Terrace. The Gage Canal brought much needed water from the Santa Ana River to a relatively arid region. As 
a result, it allowed for the development of the City of Riverside, Highgrove, and Grand Terrace, as well as the 
expansion of the local citrus industry.  
 
Between 1889 and 1913, the early economy of Grand Terrace was primarily based on the cultivation of citrus. 
Although the agricultural sector of Grand Terrace was significantly smaller than that of neighboring 
communities, the town played a minor role in the citrus industry. Grand Terrace’s favorable soil conditions, 
readily available water, and general location to the railroad generated a land boom that encouraged further 
settlement. New settlers arrived and acquired several acres of land in the area that was also known as “The 
Terrace.” The area was officially referred to as Grand Terrace in an 1888 newspaper article by the Riverside 
Independent Enterprise, but the two names were used interchangeably.8 By 1897, as settlement increased, a 
church and school were constructed to accommodate the growing population.9  
 
In 1901, Melvil L. Howell, a farmer from Kansas, relocated to Grand Terrace with his family. In 1904, Howell, 
along with his partner Charles Patton, purchased 300 acres of land in The Terrace, in proximity to Mt. Vernon 

 
3 “1821-1847: Missions, Ranches, and Mexican War for Independence,” Calisphere, University of California, July 2022, 
https://calisphere.org/exhibitions/essay/3/missions-ranchos/. 
4 Bureau of Land Management, “Search Document by Location,” digital images, General Land Office Records 
(http://glorecords.blm.gov/documentbylocation: accessed 2022), [1877 GLO Plat Map No. 290760_1]. 
5 F.T. Newbery. Map of the Southern Pacific Railroad and Connections. “Barry Lawrence Ruderman Antique Maps.” 1875, Accessed 2022, 
https://www.raremaps.com/gallery/detail/48972/map-of-the-southern-pacific-rail-road-and-connections-june-newbery.  
6 City of Grand Terrace, Program Environmental Impact Report: City of Grand Terrace General Plan Update (CA: Chambers Group, Inc., 
2010),1-3. 
7Karen Tongson, Relocations: Queer Suburban Imaginaries (NY: New York University Press, 2011), 123. 
8 Riverside Daily Press, November 26, 1888. 
9 Riverside Independent Enterprise, November 3, 1897. 
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Avenue. Together they installed a water pumping plant to facilitate agricultural operations and advertised 
their new community as the Grand Terrace Tract.10  The following appeared in a 1906 newspaper article: 
 

The Grand Terrace Tract: Just south of Colton on the Mesa at $200.00 to $250.00 per acre; 300 
acres to choose from; a trolley line through it in the near future. The motor is already here and 
stops on land, electric lights can be had here for your home as cheap as in the city. We have water 
to burn from the fine pumping plant just completed expressly for this tract. You can get water 
once a month, twice a month, or every week, if you wish it and enough to flood alfalfa. Water 
goes with the land. You can raise anything with a system like this. Two good crops of potatoes in 
one year will pay for the land. No better orange land in sunny California. You can have an up-to-
date suburban home here, in a five minute run of the city, and a five-cent fare. This land is selling. 
If you want something that is good as an investment or a home, see me, near the tract. M. L. 
Howell.11  

 
As the citrus industry in the area continued to flourish, a packing house was constructed by the National 
Orange Company in 1909. The National Orange Company was organized by Ethan Allen Chase, an early 
settler of Riverside who came to California from New York in 1891.12 The company’s main packing house was 
located in the Riverside townsite along the Atchison, Topeka, & Santa Fe Railway. To facilitate shipping 
operations, the Grand Terrace packing house was constructed alongside the Southern Pacific Railroad.13 Much 
of the company’s agricultural lands were located towards the east side of Grand Terrace. By 1913, however, 
much of Grand Terrace’s groves were devastated following a freeze that impacted the entire Southern 
California citrus industry. Many of the areas citrus groves that were destroyed as a result of the freeze, were 
replaced with hardier quick profit crops such as walnuts and peaches.14 
 
In 1910, M. L. Howell’s Grand Terrace Tract was acquired by John R. Burns and Ormiston L. Emery. The area 
was further subdivided into one-to-five acre lots and sold for farming or for suburban development.15 To 
attract potential investors to the area, Burns and Emery advertised the area as a “desirable location for small 
farms, chicken ranches, and suburban homes, and as the future location of the Pacific Electric Railway.”16 
Single-family bungalow dwellings were constructed and sold by J.R. Burns.17  
 
In 1912, a new line of  the Pacific Electric Railway was installed on the west side of Grand Terrace, connecting 
to cities in Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, and Riverside Counties.18 The electric powered line was part 
of the railways Eastern District and shared the private way with a parallel Southern Pacific Line to Grand 
Terrace, where the Pacific Electric branched to the southwest to Riverside.19 The 1981 Inventory of the Pacific 
Electric Routes reported that line once spanned “south from O Street in Colton, across the Santa Ana River on 
the original single-track bridge to Grand Terrace, passed under Barton Road, then crossed over the I-15 
freeway on a plategirder bridge into Riverside County.”20 The Pacific Electric Railway offered residents a quick 
and affordable way of travel to a variety of Southern California destinations and for allowed for further 

 
10 San Bernardino Sun, November 29, 1906.  
11 San Bernardino Sun, December 14, 1906. 
12 Elmer Wallace Holmes, History of Riverside County, California (CA: Historic Record Company, 1912), 563. 
13 San Bernardino Sun, October 8, 1909. 
14 City of Grand Terrace, Program Environmental Impact Report: City of Grand Terrace General Plan Update (CA: Chambers Group, Inc., 
2010). 
15 Colton Sentinel, November 11, 1910.  
16 Colton Sentinel, November 11, 1910. 
17 Colton Sentinel, November 15, 1910.; Colton Sentinel, February 12, 1913. 
18 San Bernardino Sun, November 13, 1912.  
19 CalTrans, 1981 Inventory of Pacific Electric Routes (LA: California Department of Transportation District 7, 1982). 
20 CalTrans, 1981 Inventory of Pacific Electric Routes (LA: California Department of Transportation District 7, 1982).  
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development to occur. Despite the construction of the line, however, suburban development remained 
relatively slow until the construction of the highway system.  
 
Between the 1920s and 1940s, the area continued to be defined as a small agricultural community located on 
the outskirts of larger city centers such as Colton and Riverside. In 1923, the Railroad Commission of the State 
of California reported that the “agricultural community of Grand Terrace“had a population of 250 residents.21 
Colton and Riverside served as major centers where residents of smaller towns and communities, like Grand 
Terrace and Highgrove, could conduct business and attend social and recreational events. By the 1950s, the 
construction of the freeway system provided easy access through the region, encouraging suburban and 
industrial development in the area.  
 
Residential construction overtook agriculture as the region’s economic engine following World War II. 
Throughout Southern California, suburban developments spread across the landscape on a grand scale, at a 
distance from city centers never before acceptable. Developers bought up prime agricultural land, put in 
streets and infrastructure and then started building houses to accommodate the population boom that 
occurred throughout the State. Subdivisions, such as Godfrey Heights and Gordon Fields, replaced 
agricultural lands in Grand Terrace, and were built around the automobile.22 Curved streets were designed to 
slow traffic through residential neighborhoods and are visible towards the east side of the city. 
 
By 1959, the completion of the Riverside Freeway (Interstate 215) stimulated further growth. Countless 
residential and commercial developments advertised themselves within proximity to the freeway. The 
development of additional business caused a need for more housing and the cycle thus continued. In 1962, 
the Grand Terrace Chamber of Commerce was organized to oversee future development and improve the 
quality of life of the community. From the beginning the Chamber was interested in preserving the local 
identity of Grand Terrace and was a major supporter of cityhood.23 By 1964, the population of Grand Terrace 
was reported to be a total of 4,260.24 
 
On November 30, 1978, the City of Grand Terrace was incorporated as the sixteenth city in San Bernardino 
County.25 Today, the population of Grand Terrace exceeds 13,000. Much of the city is characterized as a low 
density residential area with industrial and commercial properties located towards the west side of the city. 
Both the Southern Pacific Railroad and the Pacific Electric Railway that once intersected the city have been 
discontinued. 
 
OWNERSHIP HISTORY 
During the course of historic research, little information was identified on the owners and occupants of the 
subject property. The property was improved in ca.1959 with the construction of the 21829 Barton Road 
building. The building was constructed on a former citrus farm that first appears in a 1938 aerial of the area.26 
By the early 1950s, citrus operations ceased at the subject property. Between 1959 and 1968, ownership and 
occupancy information was not identified. During this period, the 21823 Barton Road (ca.1966), 21827 Barton 
Road (addition; ca. 1966), 21831 Barton Road (ca. 1968) buildings were constructed on the property. Over the 
years, the property was rented to two families and several businesses (See Occupancy Tables 2 and 3 below). 

 
21 Railroad Commission of the State of California, Decisions of the Railroad Commission of the State of California (CA: The Commission, 
1923), 2. 
22 Colton Courier, February 2, 1950. 
23 City of Grand Terrace, Program Environmental Impact Report: City of Grand Terrace General Plan Update (CA: Chambers Group, Inc., 
2010). 
24 Colton Courier, November 19, 1964. 
25 City of Grand Terrace, Program Environmental Impact Report: City of Grand Terrace General Plan Update (CA: Chambers Group, Inc., 
2010). 
26 Historic Aerials.com. 



 

DPR 523B (9/2013)  *Required information 

State of California - The Resources Agency   Primary#        
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI#         

CONTINUATION SHEET   Trinomial#        
 

Resource Name or #: 21823-21831 Barton Road, Grand Terrace, CA 
Page 20   of      50 

Robert and Susan Tilley owned the subject property since 1969, until fairly recently. Below is a brief biography 
on Mr. and Mrs. Tilley.  
 
Robert T. Tilley and Susan A. Tilley, Owner, 1969-2021 
In 1969, the property was first identified under the ownership of Robert T. Tilley and Susan A. Tilley. Between 
1959 and 1968, ownership and occupancy was not identified. Both Mr. and Mrs. Tilley were native Californians 
and residents of Colton.27 Under the Tilley’s ownership, 21825 Barton Road (ca.1973) was constructed on the 
subject property. Over the years, the buildings served as commercial and industrial-use buildings and were 
rented to several tenants/businesses. The property remained under the Tilley’s ownership until 2021, when 
the property was purchased by Teri L. Melvin. That year, the property was acquired by BZ Capital 
Investments, LLC, and remains under their ownership today.  
 
 
An incomplete list of ownership and occupancy history for the subject property is listed below. 
 
 
Table 1. Ownership History 
 

Date  Owner Source 

1969-2021 Susan A. Tilley and Robert T. Tilley San Bernardino County Assessor’s Office 

2021-2022 Teri L. Melvin San Bernardino County Assessor’s Office 

2022 BZ Capital Investments, LLC San Bernardino County Assessor’s Office 

 
Table 2. Occupancy History- 21823 Barton Road (ca.1966) 
 

Date  Occupant Source Relevance  

1974 Not Identified San Bernardino Sun 
“Warehouse for lease, 6500 sq. 
ft. Dock, M-2, 21823 Barton 
Road, Grand Terrace” 

1977-1979 Automotive Fabrication Engineering 
(A.F.E) 

San Bernardino Sun 

“Fictitious Business Name 
Statement: 21823 Barton Rd., 
Colton, CA.) 
“Statement of Abandonment of 
Use of Fictitious Business Name” 

1980 Not Identified San Bernardino Sun 
“M-2- 2400, 4000, or 6400 sq. ft. 
available. 21823 Barton Road, 
Grand Terrace” 

1982-2002 Old Country Bakery 
Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment 

  

2009 Howell Mountain Distributors Inc. 
Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment   

 

 
27 United States of America, Bureau of the Census; Washington, D.C.; Seventeenth Census of the United States, 1950; Record Group: Records of 
the Bureau of the Census, 1790-2007; Record Group Number: 29; Residence Date: 1950; Home in 1950: Colton, San Bernardino, California; 
Roll: 772; Sheet Number: 15; Enumeration District: 36-83. 
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Table 3. Occupancy History- 21825 Barton Road (ca.1973) 
 

Date  Occupant Source Relevance  

1973 James Bertrand & Co. 
Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment  

1975-1976 Not Identified San Bernardino Sun 
“Industrial BLDG. for rent, 2800 
sq. ft., 21825 Barton Rd., Grand 
Terrace” 

1977 Plas Tek Plastics 
Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment 

 

1980-1981 Not Identified San Bernardino Sun 

“Industrial Property for Rent: M2 
2840 sq. ft. plus 284 sq. ft. 
storage bldg. office 21825 Barton 
Rd., Grand Terrace.” 

1982 Replica Aircraft 
Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment  

1983-1984 Not Identified San Bernardino Sun 

“2840 sq. ft. central location 
between Riverside and San 
Bernardino. 21825 Barton Rd., 
Grand Terrance” 

1985-1986 Not Identified San Bernardino Sun 
“M-Zoned 2840 sq. ft. near frwy 
on off btwn Riv/ San Bdno. 21825 
Barton Road, Grand Terrace.” 

1987 American Brake Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment 

 

1988-1989 Not Identified San Bernardino Sun 

“Grand Terrace, M2, 2840 sq. ft. 
near fwy on/off ramp. 21825 
Barton Road” 
“Priv. R. V. Storage, 21825 
Barton Road, Grant Terrace” 

1990 Not Identified San Bernardino Sun 
“Boat Storage” 12x50 21825 
Barton Road, Grand Terrace” 

1992 Inter Company Courier Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment 

 

2009 
J & L Equipment & Services and RS 
Technical  

Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment 

 

2022 Nu-Ray Metals   
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Occupancy History- 21827 Barton Road (ca.1966 addition) 
 

Date  Occupant Source Relevance  

1973-1982 United Cabinet Co. 
Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment 
San Bernardino Sun 

-“Cabinet Maker, experienced 
only, 21829 Barton Rd., Colton.” 
-“Person for shipping dept. 
approximately 30 to 40 hrs per 
week. Apply in person at 21827 
Barton Road, Colton.” 
-“2400 sq. ft. 21827 Barton Road, 
Grand Terrace.” 
 

1987-1992 Speeco Corp. Supply Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment 

 

1994 Not Identified San Bernardino Sun 
“2340 sq. ft. 21829 Barton Road, 
Grand Terrace.” 

1996 Not Identified San Bernardino Sun 
“2400 sq ft warehouse, $750 
21827 Barton Road, Grand 
Terrace.” 

2022 Nu-Ray Metals   

 
 
Occupancy History- 21829 Barton Road (ca.1959) 
 

Date  Occupant Source Relevance  

1969 Not Identified San Bernardino Sun 
“Storage, Boats, Campers, 
Trailers, $5 a month & up. 21829 
Barton Rd., Grand Terrace 

1970 Not Identified San Bernardino Sun 
“For Lease: 2400 sq ft. 
warehouse M2. Dock 21827 
Barton Road, Grand Terrace.” 

1973-1982 United Cabinet Co. 
Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment 
San Bernardino Sun 

-“Cabinet Maker, experienced 
only, 21829 Barton Rd., Colton.” 
-“Person for shipping dept. 
approximately 30 to 40 hrs per 
week. Apply in person at 21827 
Barton Road, Colton.” 
-“2400 sq. ft. 21827 Barton Road, 
Grand Terrace.” 

1987 JB Frames and Classic Mirrors 
Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment 

 

2002 PD Flooring & Design 
Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment  

2022 Nu-Ray Metals   

 
 



 

DPR 523B (9/2013)  *Required information 

State of California - The Resources Agency   Primary#        
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI#         

CONTINUATION SHEET   Trinomial#        
 

Resource Name or #: 21823-21831 Barton Road, Grand Terrace, CA 
Page 23   of      50 

Occupancy History- 21831 Barton Road (ca.1968) 
 

Date  Occupant Source Relevance  

1968 Thomas J. Tilley San Bernardino Sun 

-Appears to be a residence at this 
time. T J. Tilley was R. T. Tilley’s 
father. 
“Obituary: Thomas J. Tilley, 57, 
21831 Barton Road, Colton. 
Native San Diego, resident of 
Colton 25 yrs. Operating 
Engineer, Yeager Construction 
Co.” 

1971 Mr. and Mrs. Danny L. Schroepfer San Bernardino Sun “Births: Son to Mrs. Danny L.., 
21831 Barton Road, Colton” 

1973 Gayle Rice 
Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment  

1976 Not Identified San Bernardino Sun 
“Construction Equipment: Ford 
with Sherman backhoe & loader 
$3950; 21831 Barton Road.” 

1977-2002 Robert Tilly Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment 

  

2009-2021 Houston & Harris Pipe Cleaning 
Services 

Phase I Environmental Site 
Assessment 
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*B10. Significance (Continued from page 2):  
 
SIGNIFICANCE CONCLUSIONS  
 
CRHR Criterion 1: Association with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.  
 
The 21823-21831 Barton Road property is not eligible for CRHR Criterion 1 as it does not exemplify or reflect 
special elements of the city’s history. The buildings were constructed at a time when the City of Grand Terrace 
was transitioning from a primarily agricultural community to a suburban development. During the 1950s, the 
area experienced increased residential, commercial, and industrial development to accommodate the 
population boom that occurred following World War II. Developers bought up prime agricultural land, which 
were then replaced by subdivisions and commercial developments. The construction of Interstate 215 further 
stimulated Grand Terrace’s growth.  
 
Although the subject buildings were constructed during the early suburbanization of the city, no specific 
information was identified to indicate that the property, in and of itself, exemplifies or represents a special 
element of Grand Terrace or California’s history. The subject property is one of many commercial / industrial-
use properties constructed in the area between the 1950s and 1970s. For this reason, Urbana determined the 
property is not individually eligible under Criterion 1.  
 
CRHR Criterion 2: Association with the lives of persons significant in national, state, or local history. 
 
Research does not indicate that the subject property qualifies for designation under Criterion 2. The property 
is associated with Robert T. Tilley and Susan A. Tilley who owned the property between 1969 and 2021. Both 
were native Californians and residents of Colton. Under their ownership the property was retained as a rental 
and occupied by multiple local business. Little information was identified for Mr. and Mrs. Tilly to determine 
their significance at a local, state, or national level. For this reason, the subject property does not qualify under 
Criterion 2. 
 
CRHR Criterion 3: Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or 
that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or represent a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction.  
 
The evaluated property consists of four buildings: a one-story commercial/industrial-use building constructed 
ca.1959 with ca.1966 addition (21827-21829 Barton Rd); a large industrial-use building constructed ca.1966 
(21823 Barton Rd); a two-story Minimal Traditional dwelling constructed ca.1968 (21831 Barton Road; later 
utilized for commercial-use office space); and a small single-story commercial/industrial-use building 
constructed ca.1973 (21825 Barton Road).  
 
Under Criterion 3, the four structures located on the subject property do not appear eligible for listing. The 
21827-21829 Barton Road, 21823 Barton Road, and 21825 Barton Road buildings do not exhibit distinguishing 
characteristics in an architectural style and are basic utilitarian style structures that were constructed to serve 
a primary role. The 21831 Barton Road building is a modest example of the Minimal Traditional style. Popular 
between the 1930s and 1950s, buildings constructed in the Minimal Traditional style were generally built in 
large numbers immediately preceding and following World War II. This form represented an economical 
choice for large tract-housing developments as they were easy and affordable to construct. The style emerged 
as a transition from established bungalow and period cottage forms to early Ranch style homes. Common 
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elements of the style include a compact size, a low or moderately pitched side-gabled or hipped roof, one-
story floorplan, and simplified details of limited extent, reflecting traditional or modern home themes.  
 
Constructed ca.1968, 21831 Barton Road is a much later example of the architectural style and does not 
appear to possess architectural distinction within this style. Additionally, alterations have been made over the 
years to convert the building from a residential to a commercial-use office building. As such the subject 
buildings do not meet the historical or architectural criteria for such designation. The buildings are not the 
work of a master, nor do they possess high artistic values that rise to the level beyond the ordinary. For this 
reason, Urbana determined the property is not individually eligible under Criterion 3.   
 
CRHR Criterion 4: Potential to yield information important in prehistory or history.  
 
The subject property is not eligible under Criterion 4 as it is unlikely to yield information important in prehistory 
or history. 
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Integrity 
Evaluation of integrity must always be grounded in an understanding of a resource’s physical features and 
how they relate to historic significance. To retain historic integrity, a resource will possess several, and usually 
most of the following seven aspects of integrity: location, materials, design, setting, workmanship, feeling, 
and association. If it is determined that a resource is eligible for designation because it meets one or more of 
the adopted designation criteria, the integrity of the resource must be evaluated. Integrity is the ability to 
convey its significance. Only after the historic significance of the resource is fully established can the issue of 
integrity be addressed.  
 
The 21823-21831Barton Road property has not been found by Urbana to be individually eligible for 
designation under any of the criteria. Further integrity analysis is not merited.  
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1877 GLO Survey Plat. The subject property is located on the NE ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 5, Township 2S, Range 5W of the 
San Bernardino Meridian. Several trails intersect Section 5, including the Road from Riverside to Old San Bernardino and the 
road from San Diego to Old San Bernardino. A small unnamed trail, spanning in the north-to-south orientation, was 
documented in the approximate location of the subject property.  
Source: Bureau of Land Management Plat map, “General Land Office Survey Maps,” digital images, General Land office 
Records, Year: 1877, [GLO Plat Map No. 290760_1].
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1880 GLO Survey Plat. The subject property is located on the NE ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 5, Township 2S, Range 5W of the 
San Bernardino Meridian.  
Source: Bureau of Land Management Plat map, “General Land Office Survey Maps,” digital images, General Land office 
Records, Year: 1880, [GLO Plat Map No. 290762_1]
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1950 United States Federal Census Enumeration map.
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The subject property is delineated on the 1954 San Bernardino South USGS Quad as agricultural land. 
Source: 1954 San Bernardino USGS Quadrangle Map (1:24,000).
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The 21823 and 21827-29 Barton Road structures are delineated on the1967 USGS Quad map.  
Source: 1967 San Bernardino South USGS Quadrangle Map (1:24,000).



 

DPR 523B (9/2013)  *Required information 

State of California - The Resources Agency   Primary#        
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI#         

CONTINUATION SHEET   Trinomial#        
 

Resource Name or #: 21823-21831 Barton Road, Grand Terrace, CA 
Page 34      of      50 

City of Grand Terrace Assessor’s Map 
 

  
The subject property is located on Lot 7 of the East Riverside Land Company Subdivision in the northwest side 
of the City of Grand Terrace, California. The East Riverside Land Co. was established in 1886 and 
encompassed Sections 5, 19, and part of Section 17 in Township 2S, Range 4W. 
Source: County of San Bernardino Assessor’s Office
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Historic Aerials 
 

 
1930 aerial of the subject property and the surrounding neighborhood. No structures are visible, and the 
property appears to have been utilized as agricultural lands. 
Source: Frame Finder, UC Santa Barbara Library.
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1931 aerial of the subject property and the surrounding neighborhood. No structures are visible, and the 
property appears to have served as agricultural lands.  
Source: Frame Finder, UC Santa Barbara Library.
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1948 aerial of the subject property and the surrounding neighborhood. No structures are visible, and the 
property appears to have served as agricultural lands. 
Source: Frame Finder, UC Santa Barbara Library.
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1952 aerial of the subject property and the surrounding area. No structures are visible, and the property 
appears to have been utilized as agricultural lands. 
Source: Frame Finder, UC Santa Barbara Library.
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1953 aerial of the subject property. No structures are present. By this time, citrus operations at the property 
ceased. 
Source: Frame Finder, UC Santa Barbara Library.
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1959 aerial of the subject property. 21829 Barton Rd is the first structure to have been constructed on the 
property. By 1966, an addition was appended to the south elevation and identified as 21927 Barton Road.  
Source: HistoricaAerials.com
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1966 aerial of the subject property. The 21823 and 21827-29 Barton Rd. structures are visible in the 
photograph.  
Source: Earth Explorer.
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1968 aerial of the subject property. 21823 and 21827-29 Barton Road are visible in the photograph. The 21831 
Barton Road building was constructed shortly after this aerial photograph and mentioned in a 1968 
newspaper publication. 
Source: Historic Aerials.com.
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1978 aerial of the subject property. The 21823-21831 Barton Road buildings are all visible on the photograph 
in their current footprint. The 21825 Barton Rd. structure was constructed by 1973 and listed in newspaper 
listings as an industrial building. The 21831 Barton Road structure was added by 1968 and listed in newspaper 
publications as a residence.  
Source: Historic Aerials.com.
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1980 aerial of the subject property. The 21823-218231 Barton Rd. building are visible in their current footprint.  
Source: Earth Explorer.
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Newspaper and Genealogical Database Search Results for the Subject Property 
 
21823 Barton Road 
 

 
The 21823 Barton Rd. warehouse was constructed ca.1966. The warehouse first appears on a 1966 aerial of the 
area. The warehouse is listed as a 6,500 sq. ft. building. 
Source: San Bernardino Sun, July 11, 1974. 
 

 
In 1977, the 21823 Barton Road building was occupied by the Automotive Fabrication Engineering (A.F.E.).  
Source: San Bernardino Sun, January 25, 1977. 
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 21825 Barton Road 
 

 
The 21825 Barton Road building was constructed in ca.1973. The building was advertised as a 2,800 sq. ft. 
building in 1975.  
Source: San Bernardino Sun, April 8, 1975. 
 
 
21827-29 Barton Road 
 

 
The 21829 Barton Road building was first constructed in ca.1959. By 1966, an addition was added appended to 
the south elevation of the existing dwelling. This addition is identified as 21827 Barton Road. 
Source: San Bernardino Sun, October 14, 1969. 
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In 1970, the 21827 Barton Road property was advertised as a 2400 sq. ft. warehouse. 
Source: San Bernardino Sun, July 24, 1970. 
 

 
In 1976, the 21829 Barton Road was occupied by the United Cabinet Company.  
Source: San Bernardino Sun, April 3, 1976.
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21831 Barton Road 
 

 
The 21831 Barton Road building was constructed ca.1968. The building appears to have also served as a 
residential and later as a commercial-use building.  
Source: San Bernardino Sun, July 15, 1968.  
 

 
In 1971, the building continued to serve as a residence for Danny L. Schroepfer and his family. 
Source: San Bernardino Sun, June 30, 1971. 
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By 1976, based on the advertisement it appears the 21831 Barton Road building began to serve for 
commercial-use. 
Source: San Bernardino Sun, December 14, 1976.
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Vintage Photographs 
 

  
2008 photograph of the subject property.  
Source: Google Street View 
 

 
2012 view of the subject property.  
Source: Google Street View.  
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P1. Other Identifier: Southern Pacific Railroad (Riverside Motor Branch); San Bernardino and Riverside Motor 
Railroad; Union Pacific 
*P2. Location:  o  Not for Publication     ý   Unrestricted   
 *a.  County       San Bernardino            and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
 *b. USGS 7.5' Quad San Bernardino South   Date 2021   T  2S  ; R   4W ;    o  of    o  of Sec  5 ; S.B.  B.M. 

c.  Address    City    Grand Terrace          Zip    92313             
d.  UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone 11, Point A:  469535.35 mE/ 3765837.26mN; 

Point B:  469494.57 mE/ 3765699.65 mN;  
e.  Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, decimal degrees, etc., as appropriate)   

The evaluated segment of the Southern Pacific Railroad grade is sited south Barton Road and west of Lot 8 of 
the East Riverside Land Company Subdivision. Identified as San Bernardino County Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 
116-712-107-00 and 116-713-111-00, the property is located towards the northwest end of the City of Grand 
Terrace, California, by the Colton city boundary. The railroad bed parallels the Burlington Northern Line to the 
immediate east. 
*P3a. Description: The evaluated segment of the former Southern Pacific Railroad bed spans in a northeast-
southwest orientation through two parcels identified as 116-712-07-00 and 116-713-111-00, under the 
ownership of Silver Springs, LLC. The railroad bed right-of-way (ROW) is located on two narrow rectangular 
lots approximately 0.9-acres in size and spans approximately 0.25-miles between Barton Road and De Berry 
Street. The former line was a branch of the Southern Pacific known as the Riverside Motor Branch. In 1996, 
the line was acquired by the Union Pacific Corporation and merged with the Union Pacific Railroad. Between 
2011 and 2015, the line was abandoned and pulled. Wood fragments and railroad spikes are visible along the 
railroad bed ROW. Contemporary-era refuse scatters were also observed within proximity to the railroad bed. 
The line was previously evaluated in 2010 by LSA Associates, Inc. and found not eligible under the 
NRHP/CRHR.  See Continuation Sheet for current photos.  

*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and 
codes) (AH 7) Railroad Grade 
*P4. Resources Present: ý Building o  Structure o  
Object  o  Site o  District o  Element of District  o  
Other (Isolates, etc.) 
P5b. Description of Photo: View north of former 
Southern Pacific Railroad grade (July 2022; 
IMG_124030).  
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and Source: 
ý Historic: ca.1888, Previous Documentation 
*P7. Owner and Address:   
Silver Springs, LLC. 
10837 Etiwanda Ave. Fontana CA. 92337 
*P8. Recorded by:  
Alexia Landa, B.A., Historian / Archaeologist 
Urbana Preservation & Planning, LLC 
www.urbanapreservation.com 
*P9. Date Recorded: July 2022 
*P10. Survey Type: Historical Resource Review  
*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and 

other sources or enter "none.")  None 
*Attachments: o NONE  ý Location Map  ý  Continuation Sheet  ý Building, Structure, and Object Record o 
Archaeological Record  o District Record  o Linear Feature Record  o Milling Station Record  o Rock Art Record  o 
Artifact Record  o Photograph Record   o Other (List):
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B1. Historic Name:  Southern Pacific Railroad (Riverside Motor Branch)    
B2. Common Name: Union Pacific     
B3. Original Use:  Transportation      B4.  Present Use: Removed 
*B5. Architectural Style:     
*B6. Construction History: The Riverside Motor Branch was a former branch of the Southern Pacific Railroad 
was constructed ca.1888. The branch is delineated on the 1896 San Bernardino USGS Quadrangle map 
(1:62,500) as the Southern Pacific Railroad Riverside Motor Branch. The line was delineated as part of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad up until the 1982 San Bernardino USGS Quadrangle map (1:100,000). In 1996, the line 
as acquired by the Union Pacific Corporation and remained operational until 2011. Between 2011 and 2015, the 
line was abandoned and removed. Today, only remnants of the line remain (railroad spikes and wood 
fragments). 
 
*B7. Moved? ý No   o Yes   o Unknown   Date:                     Original Location:                    
*B8. Related Features: No related features. 
B9a. Architect: Unknown / Not Identified   b. Builder: Unknown / Not Identified     
*B10. Significance:  Theme Transportation /Railroad Area San Bernardino County   Period of Significance N/A 

Property Type Railroad   
Applicable Criteria CRHR Ineligible 
 
 
The evaluated segment of the Southern Pacific Railroad is not eligible for designation under any of the 
California Register of Historic Resources (CRHR) designation criteria. The line may have potentially been 
eligible for its association with early settlement and agricultural operations in the area, however, no longer 
retains sufficient integrity to convey its significance (Criterion 1); it is not directly associated with the lives of 
persons important to local, California, or national history (Criterion 2); it does not embody distinctive 
characteristics of a style, type, period or method of construction, or represent the work of an important 
creative individual, or possess high artistic values (Criterion 3); lastly it is not likely to yield information 
important to prehistory or history (Criterion 4). See Continuation Sheet for eligibility and integrity analysis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes:  N/A            
*B12. References: See Continuation Sheet. 
B13. Remarks: None 
*B14. Evaluator: Alexia Landa, B.A., Historian / Archaeologist 
Urbana Preservation & Planning, LLC  
*Date of Evaluation: July 2022  

(This space reserved for official comments) 



Page 3 of 31         *NRHP Status Code: 6Z 
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) Southern Pacific Railroad Grade 
*Map Name: San Bernardino South USGS Quadrangle Map *Date: 2021 *Scale: 1:24,000 
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Site Plan 
 

 
Railroad Grade: 
Point A and B:  

A 

B 
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partial east elevations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

View south of railroad grade.  
Date: July 2022 (IMG_ 124058) 
 

View north of railroad grade. 
Railroad nail found along grade. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_ 124059) 
 



 

DPR 523B (9/2013)  *Required information 

State of California - The Resources Agency   Primary#        
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI#         

CONTINUATION SHEET   Trinomial# SBR-6101H      
 

Resource Name or #: Southern Pacific Railroad Grade 
Page 6      of      31 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overview north of railroad bed and 
nail location. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_124060) 

Detail view of wood fragments 
from railroad bed. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_ 124042) 
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Detail view of railroad spike. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_ 124062) 
 

View southwest of railroad spike 
bed location. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_ 124063) 
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Close up of nail spike. 
Date: July 2022 (IMG_ 124065) 
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B10. Significance (continued from page 2): 
 
HISTORIC OVERVIEW OF THE CITY OF GRAND TERRACE 
The City of Grand Terrace is an inland city located along the southern border of San Bernardino County 
adjacent to Riverside County. Grand Terrace is bordered to the north, east, and west by the City of Colton and 
to the south by the unincorporated community of Highgrove. It is located approximately 57-miles east of the 
City of Los Angeles and encompasses a total of 3.6 square miles. It is one of fifteen cities located within the 
San Bernardino Valley which included the cities of Ontario, Chino, Chino Hills, Upland, Fontana, Rialto, Colton, 
Montclair, Rancho Cucamonga, San Bernardino, Loma Linda, Highland, Redlands, and Yucaipa. The city is 
located between two mountain ridges: the Blue Mountain Range to the east and the La Loma Hills to the west 
and is situated south of the Santa Ana River watershed. The Riverside Highland Water Company (RHWC) 
services the area and its population of over 12,000. Much of the city is characterized as a low-density 
suburban neighborhood with residential, commercial, and industrial use properties. Interstate 215 is the major 
transportation corridor that intersects the city in a northeast-to-southwest orientation.  
 
Prior to European settlement, the area was traditionally occupied by the Serrano and Gabrieleño tribes. The 
Serrano territory extended through much of San Bernardino County into portions of northeast Los Angeles 
County. The Gabrieleño traditional lands encompassed much of the Los Angeles basin, parts of Orange 
County, as well as several offshore islands. Both tribes lived in hunter-gatherer societies and traded widely 
with neighboring peoples such as the Cahuilla, Chumash, Kawaiisu, and the Chemehuevi. The Serrano were a 
major link in a trade and exchange system that bought goods from the southwest to the pacific coast. Their 
principal providers were the Mojave to the east and the Gabrieleno to the west. It is estimated by 
anthropologist Alfred Kroeber that prior to European contact there was approximately 1,500 Serrano and 
5,000 to 10,000 Gabrieleno, but the numbers could be greater. 
 
During the late 18th century, European exploration of the San Bernardino Valley commenced. The earliest 
reported exploration occurred during the Spanish occupation of California. In 1771, Father Francisco Garces 
was the first European to pass through the area. Garces was a Franciscan missionary and explorer who made 
several expeditions through the region. During his expeditions he managed to establish peaceful relationship 
with the tribes he encountered along his journey. He later served as a guide to Spanish explorer Juan Bautista 
De Anza.1 In 1772, Garces was followed by Pedro Fages, a Spanish soldier who would later become governor 
of Alta California. Fages is reported to have reached the region in search of military deserters from the San 
Diego Presidio.  
 
As Spanish exploration of the region increased, California missions were founded with the goal of converting 
Native Americans to Catholicism and expanding European territory. The mission system of Alta California was 
led by Franciscan missionaries who carefully selected lands located near major water sources and with ample 
land for agriculture. With the establishment of missions, an economy of agriculture, ranching, and trade 
emerged. Each mission owned a number of ranches where they raised livestock and crops. The most 
extensive ranchlands in the whole mission system belong to Mission San Gabriel, located in present-day Los 
Angeles County, extending over 2,100 square miles.2 Although the lands that encompass the present-day City 
of Grand Terrace were not part of the mission system, it was located approximately 6-miles northwest of 
Rancho San Bernardino.  

 
1 BCR Consulting LLC, Cultural Resource Assessment: Caprock Warehouse Project (SB: BCR Consulting LLC, 2017), 4. 
2 Louis Gentilcore, “Missions and Mission lands of Alta California.” Annals of the Association of American Geographers, vol. 51, no. 1, 1961, 
pp. 46–72 JSTOR. 
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In 1822, following the Mexican War of Independence, California mission lands were confiscated by the new 
Mexican government and later redistributed to political allies. The Mexican government issued more than 500 
land grants of former mission lands to prominent families to encourage settlement and agricultural 
development of Alta California. Land grants were carefully documented on maps known as diseños, that 
roughly delineated the boundaries of each grant.3 Landowners largely focused on the cattle industry and 
devoted large tracts of land to grazing. Among the land grants located within proximity to Grand Terrace 
included Rancho San Bernardino and Rancho Jurupa.  
 
During the American era, the area that would become Grand Terrace served as a major transportation 
corridor.  Several trails and wagon roads intersected the area and were delineated on the 1877 GLO Historic 
Plat Map as the Road from Riverside to Old San Bernardino, the Road from San Diego to Old San Bernardino, 
the Road to San Jacinto, and the Riverside and San Jacinto Road.4 By the 1870s, railroad construction in the 
United States dramatically increased. In 1875, the Southern Pacific Railway was constructed through the 
region, linking southern California to the San Francisco Bay.5 As a result, small business began to emerge 
along the line in support of railroad operations. By 1876, the Riverside Press Enterprise newspaper reported 
that there were nine building in the Terrace-Colton area.6 However, much of the development that occurred 
was located within the present-day limits of the City of Colton.  
 
While the expansion of Colton and the surrounding areas was fostered by the construction of the railroad, the  
development of Grand Terrace became a reality with the construction of the Gage Canal. In 1885, the Gage 
Canal was commissioned by Matthew Gage, an Irish-Canadian jeweler who relocated to California in 1881.7 
Upon his arrival, he acquired several sections of land east and north of Riverside Colony under the Desert 
Land Act of 1877. To bring irrigation water to his agricultural lands, Gage purchased additional lands south of 
the Santa Ana River and began the construction of the great canal. Upon its completion in 1889, the canal 
spanned more than 20-miles between the original Riverside settlement to the Santa Ana River, north of Grand 
Terrace. The Gage Canal brought much needed water from the Santa Ana River to a relatively arid region. As 
a result, it allowed for the development of the City of Riverside, Highgrove, and Grand Terrace, as well as the 
expansion of the local citrus industry.  
 
Between 1889 and 1913, the early economy of Grand Terrace was primarily based on the cultivation of citrus. 
Although the agricultural sector of Grand Terrace was significantly smaller than that of neighboring 
communities, the town played a minor role in the citrus industry. Grand Terrace’s favorable soil conditions, 
readily available water, and general location to the railroad generated a land boom that encouraged further 
settlement. New settlers arrived and acquired several acres of land in the area that was also known as “The 
Terrace.” The area was officially referred to as Grand Terrace in an 1888 newspaper article by the Riverside 
Independent Enterprise, but the two names were used interchangeably.8 By 1897, as settlement increased, a 
church and school were constructed to accommodate the growing population.9  

 
3 “1821-1847: Missions, Ranches, and Mexican War for Independence,” Calisphere, University of California, July 2022, 
https://calisphere.org/exhibitions/essay/3/missions-ranchos/. 
4 Bureau of Land Management, “Search Document by Location,” digital images, General Land Office Records 
(http://glorecords.blm.gov/documentbylocation: accessed 2022), [1877 GLO Plat Map No. 290760_1]. 
5 F.T. Newbery. Map of the Southern Pacific Railroad and Connections. “Barry Lawrence Ruderman Antique Maps.” 1875, Accessed 2022, 
https://www.raremaps.com/gallery/detail/48972/map-of-the-southern-pacific-rail-road-and-connections-june-newbery.  
6 City of Grand Terrace, Program Environmental Impact Report: City of Grand Terrace General Plan Update (CA: Chambers Group, Inc., 
2010),1-3. 
7Karen Tongson, Relocations: Queer Suburban Imaginaries (NY: New York University Press, 2011), 123. 
8 Riverside Daily Press, November 26, 1888. 
9 Riverside Independent Enterprise, November 3, 1897. 
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In 1901, Melvil L. Howell, a farmer from Kansas, relocated to Grand Terrace with his family. In 1904, Howell, 
along with his partner Charles Patton, purchased 300 acres of land in The Terrace, in proximity to Mt. Vernon 
Avenue. Together they installed a water pumping plant to facilitate agricultural operations and advertised 
their new community as the Grand Terrace Tract.10  The following appeared in a 1906 newspaper article: 
 

The Grand Terrace Tract: Just south of Colton on the Mesa at $200.00 to $250.00 per acre; 300 
acres to choose from; a trolley line through it in the near future. The motor is already here and 
stops on land, electric lights can be had here for your home as cheap as in the city. We have water 
to burn from the fine pumping plant just completed expressly for this tract. You can get water 
once a month, twice a month, or every week, if you wish it and enough to flood alfalfa. Water 
goes with the land. You can raise anything with a system like this. Two good crops of potatoes in 
one year will pay for the land. No better orange land in sunny California. You can have an up-to-
date suburban home here, in a five minute run of the city, and a five-cent fare. This land is selling. 
If you want something that is good as an investment or a home, see me, near the tract. M. L. 
Howell.11  

 
As the citrus industry in the area continued to flourish, a packing house was constructed by the National 
Orange Company in 1909. The National Orange Company was organized by Ethan Allen Chase, an early 
settler of Riverside who came to California from New York in 1891.12 The company’s main packing house was 
located in the Riverside townsite along the Atchison, Topeka, & Santa Fe Railway. To facilitate shipping 
operations, the Grand Terrace packing house was constructed alongside the Southern Pacific Railroad.13 Much 
of the company’s agricultural lands were located towards the east side of Grand Terrace. By 1913, however, 
much of Grand Terrace’s groves were devastated following a freeze that impacted the entire Southern 
California citrus industry. Many of the areas citrus groves that were destroyed as a result of the freeze, were 
replaced with hardier quick profit crops such as walnuts and peaches.14 
 
In 1910, M. L. Howell’s Grand Terrace Tract was acquired by John R. Burns and Ormiston L. Emery. The area 
was further subdivided into one-to-five acre lots and sold for farming or for suburban development.15 To 
attract potential investors to the area, Burns and Emery advertised the area as a “desirable location for small 
farms, chicken ranches, and suburban homes, and as the future location of the Pacific Electric Railway.”16 
Single-family bungalow dwellings were constructed and sold by J.R. Burns.17  
 
In 1912, a new line of  the Pacific Electric Railway was installed on the west side of Grand Terrace, connecting 
to cities in Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, and Riverside Counties.18 The electric powered line was part 
of the railways Eastern District and shared the private way with a parallel Southern Pacific Line to Grand 
Terrace, where the Pacific Electric branched to the southwest to Riverside.19 The 1981 Inventory of the Pacific 
Electric Routes reported that line once spanned “south from O Street in Colton, across the Santa Ana River on 
the original single-track bridge to Grand Terrace, passed under Barton Road, then crossed over the I-15 

 
10 San Bernardino Sun, November 29, 1906.  
11 San Bernardino Sun, December 14, 1906. 
12 Elmer Wallace Holmes, History of Riverside County, California (CA: Historic Record Company, 1912), 563. 
13 San Bernardino Sun, October 8, 1909. 
14 City of Grand Terrace, Program Environmental Impact Report: City of Grand Terrace General Plan Update (CA: Chambers Group, Inc., 
2010). 
15 Colton Sentinel, November 11, 1910.  
16 Colton Sentinel, November 11, 1910. 
17 Colton Sentinel, November 15, 1910.; Colton Sentinel, February 12, 1913. 
18 San Bernardino Sun, November 13, 1912.  
19 CalTrans, 1981 Inventory of Pacific Electric Routes (LA: California Department of Transportation District 7, 1982). 
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freeway on a plategirder bridge into Riverside County.”20 The Pacific Electric Railway offered residents a quick 
and affordable way of travel to a variety of Southern California destinations and for allowed for further 
development to occur. Despite the construction of the line, however, suburban development remained 
relatively slow until the construction of the highway system.  
 
Between the 1920s and 1940s, the area continued to be defined as a small agricultural community located on 
the outskirts of larger city centers such as Colton and Riverside. In 1923, the Railroad Commission of the State 
of California reported that the “agricultural community of Grand Terrace“had a population of 250 residents.21 
Colton and Riverside served as major centers where residents of smaller towns and communities, like Grand 
Terrace and Highgrove, could conduct business and attend social and recreational events. By the 1950s, the 
construction of the freeway system provided easy access through the region, encouraging suburban and 
industrial development in the area.  
 
Residential construction overtook agriculture as the region’s economic engine following World War II. 
Throughout Southern California, suburban developments spread across the landscape on a grand scale, at a 
distance from city centers never before acceptable. Developers bought up prime agricultural land, put in 
streets and infrastructure and then started building houses to accommodate the population boom that 
occurred throughout the State. Subdivisions, such as Godfrey Heights and Gordon Fields, replaced 
agricultural lands in Grand Terrace, and were built around the automobile.22 Curved streets were designed to 
slow traffic through residential neighborhoods and are visible towards the east side of the city. 
 
By 1959, the completion of the Riverside Freeway (Interstate 215) stimulated further growth. Countless 
residential and commercial developments advertised themselves within proximity to the freeway. The 
development of additional business caused a need for more housing and the cycle thus continued. In 1962, 
the Grand Terrace Chamber of Commerce was organized to oversee future development and improve the 
quality of life of the community. From the beginning the Chamber was interested in preserving the local 
identity of Grand Terrace and was a major supporter of cityhood.23 By 1964, the population of Grand Terrace 
was reported to be a total of 4,260.24 
 
On November 30, 1978, the City of Grand Terrace was incorporated as the sixteenth city in San Bernardino 
County.25 Today, the population of Grand Terrace exceeds 13,000. Much of the city is characterized as a low 
density residential area with industrial and commercial properties located towards the west side of the city. 
Both the Southern Pacific Railroad and the Pacific Electric Railway that once intersected the city have been 
discontinued. 
 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD  
Southern Pacific Railroad was an American Class I Railroad that operated between 1865 and 1996. The 
railroad company was initially established in 1865 by a group of businessmen led by Timothy Phelps to 
connect San Francisco to San Diego, California.26 In 1869, the line was purchased by a group of businessmen

 
20 CalTrans, 1981 Inventory of Pacific Electric Routes (LA: California Department of Transportation District 7, 1982).  
21 Railroad Commission of the State of California, Decisions of the Railroad Commission of the State of California (CA: The Commission, 
1923), 2. 
22 Colton Courier, February 2, 1950. 
23 City of Grand Terrace, Program Environmental Impact Report: City of Grand Terrace General Plan Update (CA: Chambers Group, Inc., 
2010). 
24 Colton Courier, November 19, 1964. 
25 City of Grand Terrace, Program Environmental Impact Report: City of Grand Terrace General Plan Update (CA: Chambers Group, Inc., 
2010). 
26 “SP History: Introduction” Southern Pacific Historical & Technical Society, Silver Rockets. July 2022, https://sphts.org/sp-history/. 
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 known as the Big Four which included Collis Huntington, Leland Stanford, Charles Crocker, and Mark 
Hopkins. In 1870, the partners merged the Central Pacific Railroad with the Southern Pacific.27 Following the 
merger, the men began to look for ways to increase their control over the West by focusing on the line in 
California. 
 
In ca.1888, a branch of the Southern Pacific Railroad was installed through the present-day City of Grand 
Terrace, known as the Riverside Motor Branch. The branch spanned between Colton and Riverside, two major 
railroad hubs, linking a relatively isolated region to the rest of the state, from Los Angeles to San Francisco. 
While considered a minor branch of the Southern Pacific Railroad, the lines construction faciliated early 
settlement in Grand Terrace and provided new economic opportunities in the area. As a result, it spurred 
increased settlement and development south of the Santa Ana River, in the area of Grand Terrace, Highgrove, 
and Riverside.28 The line would later contribute to the growth of the agricultural industry and define the City of 
Grand Terrace as an agricultural community dedicated primarily to the cultivation of citrus.  
 
By the 1900s, most of the agricultural activities in Grand Terrace were conducted in close proximity to the line. 
In 1909, the National Orange Company of Riverside County constructed a packing house alongside the 
railroad to facilitate shipping operations.29 By the 1920s, newer technology in trucks, automobiles, and road 
construction were introduced creating competition for railroads throughout the United States. As a result, it 
led to the gradual decline in railroad transportation.  
 
The line continued to remain under the Southern Pacific Railroad’s ownership until 1996, following a merger 
with the Union Pacific Corporation.30 Between 2011 and 2015, the line was abandoned and pulled. Today, only 
remnants of the line are visible along the right-of-way. 

 
27 Richard J. Orsi, The Southern Pacific Railroad and the Development of the American West, 1850-1930 (CA: University of California Press, 
2007). 
28 Richard J. Orsi, The Southern Pacific Railroad and the Development of the American West, 1850-1930 (CA: University of California Press, 
2007). 
29 “Grand Terrace to Have a Packing House,” San Bernardino Sun, October 8, 1909. 
30 Denis A. Breen, The Union Pacific/Southern Pacific Rail Merger: A Retrospective on Merger Benefits (US: Federal Trade Commissions, 
2004). 
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*B10. Significance (Continued from page 2):  
 
SIGNIFICANCE CONCLUSIONS  
 
CRHR Criterion 1: Association with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.  
 
The evaluated segment of the Southern Pacific Railroad was constructed ca.1888 and known as the Riverside 
Motor Branch. The line was among the earliest transportation networks established in the area that facilitated 
early settlement and later agricultural operations in Grand Terrace. While considered a minor branch of the 
Southern Pacific, the line’s construction opened up the area south of the Santa Ana River for settlement and 
provided new economic opportunities in the region. By the 1900s, most of the agricultural activities in Grand 
Terrace were conducted in close proximity to the line. Today, the former Southern Pacific Railroad branch that 
once ran through the city has since been abandoned and pulled. Only fragments of the line are visible along 
the right-of-way. The line may have been potentially eligible for its association with early settlement and 
agricultural operations in the area, however, it no longer possesses sufficient integrity to convey its 
significance under Criterion 1 as discussed below in the Integrity Analysis section. Therefore, Urbana 
determined the evaluated segment is not eligible under Criterion 1. 
 
CRHR Criterion 2: Association with the lives of persons significant in national, state, or local history. 
 
Under Criterion 2, the evaluated segment of the Southern Pacific Railroad has not been directly associated 
with the lives of persons significant in national, state, or local history. Therefore, the subject property does not 
qualify under Criterion 2. 
 
CRHR Criterion 3: Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or 
that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or represent a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction.  
 
Under Criterion 3, the evaluated segment of the Southern Pacific Railroad Riverside Motor Branch is not 
eligible for listing. Between 2011 and 2015, the line was removed and no longer retains sufficient integrity to 
determine its significance under the evaluated criteria. For this reason, Urbana determined the property is not 
individually eligible under Criterion 3.  
 
CRHR Criterion 4: Potential to yield information important in prehistory or history.  
The evaluated segment is not eligible under Criterion 4 as it is unlikely to yield information important in 
prehistory or history.  
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Integrity Analysis 
 
The evaluated segment of the Southern Pacific Railroad was installed ca.1888 in a remote and isolated region 
in San Bernardino County. Over the years, new and improved transportation networks were installed or 
modified, leading to increasing traffic through the region and altering the feeling and setting of a once 
relatively remote region. Between 2011 and 2015, the line was abandoned, and the tracks were pulled 
resulting in a loss of materials, design, workmanship, and location. Although the line has an association with 
early settlement and agricultural operations in the area, it no longer possesses sufficient integrity to convey its 
significance. For this reason, the evaluated segment of the Southern Pacific Railroad branch is not eligible 
under the established CRHR Criteria.  
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The Southern Pacific Railroad is delineated on the 1890 San Bernardino USGS Quad map. The approximate 
location of the evaluated segment is highlighted in red. 
Source: 1890 San Bernardino USGS Quadrangle map (1:250,000). 
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The Southern Pacific Railroad is delineated on the 1942 San Bernardino USGS Quad map. The approximate 
location of the evaluated segment is highlighted in red. 
Source: 1942 San Bernardino USGS Quadrangle map (1:62,500). 
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The Southern Pacific Railroad is delineated on the 1954 San Bernardino USGS Quad map. The approximate 
location of the evaluated segment is highlighted in red. 
Source: 1954 San Bernardino USGS Quadrangle Map (1:24,000).
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The Southern Pacific Railroad is delineated on the 1963 Colton City Map. The approximate location of the 
evaluated segment is highlighted in red. 
Source: Joseph Fadler, “Colton City Map,” Courtesy of the Huntington Library.  Oct. 19, 1963. 
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The Southern Pacific Railroad is delineated on the 1967 San Bernardino USGS Quad map. The approximate 
location of the evaluated segment is highlighted in red. 
Source: 1967 San Bernardino South USGS Quadrangle Map (1:24,000).
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City of Grand Terrace Assessor’s Map 
 

  
The evaluated railroad bed segment is located on Parcel 10 of the East Riverside Land Company Subdivision 
on the northwest side of the City of Grand Terrace, California. The East Riverside Land Co. was established in 
1886 and encompassed Sections 5, 19, and part of Section 17 in Township 2S, Range 4W. 
Source: County of San Bernardino Assessor’s Office
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Historic Aerials 
 

 
1930 aerial of the evaluated segment of the Southern Pacific Railroad grade. The evaluated segment is 
highlighted in red.  
Source: Frame Finder, UC Santa Barbara Library.
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1931 aerial of the evaluated segment of the Southern Pacific Railroad grade. The evaluated segment is 
highlighted in red. 
Source: Frame Finder, UC Santa Barbara Library.
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1948 aerial of the evaluated segment of the Southern Pacific Railroad grade. The evaluated segment is 
highlighted in red. 
Source: Frame Finder, UC Santa Barbara Library.
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1952 aerial of the evaluated segment of the Southern Pacific Railroad grade. The evaluated segment is 
highlighted in red. 
Source: Frame Finder, UC Santa Barbara Library.
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1966 aerial of the evaluated segment of the Southern Pacific Railroad grade. The evaluated segment is 
highlighted in red. 
Source: Earth Explorer.
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1980 aerial of the evaluated segment of the Southern Pacific Railroad grade. The evaluated segment is 
highlighted in red. 
Source: Earth Explorer.
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Newspaper Database Search Results  
 

 
In 1909, the National Orange Company constructed a large packing house alongside the Southern Pacific 
Railroad. 
Source: San Bernardino Sun, October 8, 1909.
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Vintage Photographs 
 

2011 photograph of the subject property. Railroad tracks are still visible in April 2015.  
Source: Google Street View 
 

 
2015 view of the railroad grade. Between April of 2011 and April of 2015, the railroad tracks were pulled.  
Source: Google Street View.  




